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Church Directory Page 10
Holy Family Catholic Church
Faith Baptist Church
Bible Baptist Church
Harney Co. Church of the Nazarene
St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Burns Church of Christ
West Bank Christian Fellowship
Burns Four Square Church
Seventh Day Adventist
Burns Christian Church
Hillcrest Church of Christ
Pioneer Presbyterian
Burns Christian Church, 5

Restaurants
Fast Eddie’s Grill, 61
Meat Hook, 62
The Narrows, 63
Figaro’s Pizza, 63
McDonald’s, 65
Goodies Galore, 66
Fields Station & General Store, 66
Smoking Pit BBQ and Catering, 67
Ye Olde Castle, 67
RJ’s Restaurant, 68
Apple Peddler, 69
Broadway Deli, 70
Riley Store & Archery, 70

Joe Mama’s Espresso, 71
Treat Yourself Espresso, 71
Erickson’s Thriftway, 72
Subway, 73
Hines Market, 73
Old Camp Casino, 96

Bed & Breakfast, Hotels, Motels
Steens Country Cabin, 31
Crystal Crane Hot Springs, 34
Lone Pine Guest Ranch, 70
Alvord Inn, 76
Horseshoe Inn, 76
Silver Spur Motel, 77
Blue Bucket Inn, 79
Steens Mountain Resort, 79
Frenchglen Hotel, 79
Day’s Inn, 80
Hotel Diamond, 80
Horton House, 81
Rory & Ryan Inn, 81
Knotty Pine Motel, 81
Best Inn, 81

Medical
Harney District Hospital, 86
Central Oregon Hearing, 87
High Desert Medical, 88
Family Eyecare, 88 

Air Life, 89
Harney Behavioral Health, 90
Harney Co. Health Dept., 90
Harney Co. Home Health, 91
Harney Co. Hospice, 91
HDH Physical Therapy, 92
Nurse Practioner Clinic, 92
Dr. Robert Krauel, 93
Balloon Express, 93
Great Basin Chiropractic, 93
Burns Dental Group,93
The Aspens Assisted Living Center, 94

City  Government
Harney Co. Library Foundation, 39
Harney Co. Economic Devel., 45
City of Burns, 46
Hines Volunteer Fire Dept., 46
Burns Volunteer Fire Dept., 46
City of Hines, 46

Auto Transportation - Gas
Oard’s, 3
Les Schwab Tire Center, 13
Burns Ford, 38
Eastern Oregon Power Sports, 38
Teague Motor Co., 39
Bennett Muffler, 39
Ed Staub & Sons Petroleum, 39
Hines Chevron Food Mart, 40
Swarthout Shell Auto Care, 40
Yekel’s Repair, 41
Palmer Excavation Inc., 41
Sam’s Service, 42
Robbin’s Equipment, 43
Ebar Oil Co., 43
Ag & Auto, 82
A Parts Store, 95

Services - Misc.
Harney Co. Chamber, 11
Harney Co. Senior Center, 15
Payroll Services, 29
Round Barn Visitor Center, 29
Oster Professional Group, 31
Boys & Girls Club, 31
Harney County Fair, 32
EOU, TVCC Outreach, 33
OTEC, 33
High Desert Fiddlers, 77
Malheur Field Station, 79
Burns Times-Herald, 83
4R Recycling, 94
KZZR/KQHC, 94

Business Merchants
TopLoc, 6
Steens Mountain Archery, 6
Lee’s Custom Cutting, 6
Shepherd Graphics, 16

Smith Heating, 16
Gourmet & Gadgets, 17
Ruthie’s Jewelry, 17
Country Lane Quilts, 18
Harney Rock & Paving, 18
Body Wise Sports Center, 19
Gardner Enterprises, 19
Williams Aircraft Painting & 

Auto Body, 20
Western Drilling, 20
Harney Co. Vet Clinic, 20
Harney Pump & Irrigation, 21
Harney County Cellular, 24
Hollingsworth, 25
Big R, 26
Jiffy Wash, 26
Wagner’s Furniture, 27
The Book Parlor, 27
Scrapbook Heaven, 27
Desert Historic Theatre, 27
ACD Rare Books, 27
Designs By Linda, 28
Tumbleweed  Floral & Paper Co., 31
Monaco Coach Corp., 35
All Stars Video, 44
JC’s Best Buys, 44
Soft Tail Development, 50
Clearwater Pump & Irrig, 54 
Eastern Oregon Equipment Sales,  58
ACW Rental, 58
Burns Electric, 59
Don’s Windows, Doors & More, 59
Riley Store & Archery, 70
Trent’s Floors To Go, 85
Grandma’s Cedar Chest, 85
Alan’s Repair, 93
Video Village, 94

Attorney, Realtors, Insurance, Title
Companies, Banks

Greater Ore. Federal Credit 
Union, 2

C.E.O. Insurance Services, 20
Bank of Eastern Oregon, 51
US Bank, 52
Town & Country Insurance, 52
Jett Blackburn Real Estate, Inc., 53
State Farm Insurance, 53
Denise Christensen Real Estate, 55
AmeriTitle, 55
Yturri, Rose LLP, Attorneys 55
Steen Mountain Insurance, 55
COUNTRY Ins. & Financial 

Services, 56
Northwest Farm Credit Services 56
United Country/Clemens Real 

Estate, 57
F.H. Garland Real Estate, 57
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2008
April

April 4-6 — John Scharff Mi-
gratory Bird Festival.

April 13 — Oregon Old Time
Fiddlers, District 9, holds a potluck
and jam session the second Sun-
day of each month at the Harney
County Senior Center, 17 S. Alder,
at 1 p.m. with music from 2-4 p.m.

April 19 —Diamonds In A
Glass, Boys & Girls Club
Fundraiser.

April 19 — Trail of Hope 5K
Run/Walk, Burns High School
Track.

May
May 10 — Opie Arena Rodeo at

9 a.m. Contact Dawna Sue Ny-
man, 541-493-2369, or Kerry Opie,
541-493-2136.

May 11 — Oregon Old Time
Fiddlers, District 9, holds a potluck
and jam session the second Sun-
day of each month at the Harney
County Senior Center, 17 S. Alder,
at 1 p.m. with music from 2-4 p.m.

May 13-19 — National Wild-
flower Week celebrated the third
week in May. Harney County is
known for its wide variety of wild-
flowers.

May 17 — Rise & Shine annu-
al community cleanup.

May 23 — Crane Union High
School last day of school. Class of
2007 graduation ceremonies will
be held May 25 at 6 p.m.

June
June 6 — The Burns High

School class of 2007 graduates at
BHS at 7 p.m.

June 7 — Fly-In Breakfast,

Burns Airport from 7-11:30 a.m.
Airplane rides, display aircraft
and motorcycle show. For more in-
formation, call Dave Tindle, 541-
573-1286, or Jim Watts, 541-573-
6482.

June 7 — Bike Rodeo at Burns
High School parking lot, 10 a.m.-2
p.m.

June 7 — Pioneer Day, Harney
County Senior and Community

Services Center at 17 South Alder
in Burns at 9 a.m. Potluck at noon,
program to follow. For more infor-
mation, contact chamber of com-
merce, 541-573-2636, or the senior
and community services center,
541-573-6024.

June 8 — Oregon Old Time
Fiddlers, District 9, holds a potluck
and jam session the second Sun-
day of each month at the Harney

County Senior Center, 17 S. Alder,
at 1 p.m. with music from 2-4 p.m.

June 11 — The last day of
school for Harney County School
District #3 students (Burns-Hines
area schools).

June 13-15 — Obsidian Days,
Hines City Park. Rock and gem ex-
hibition and sales. For more infor-
mation, contact Hines City Hall,
541-573-2251.

June 13-15 — Country Music
Jamboree. Old Time Fiddlers and
music buffs jam session competi-
tion. Sponsored by High Desert
Fiddlers. May have an art show
and workshops. For more informa-
tion, contact Janet Braymen, 573-
1323.

June 15 — Highland Games &
Scottish Gathering at the fair-
grounds.

June 20-22 — Bell-A National
Cutting Horse Association Cele-
bration, Bell-A Ranch, beginning
at 8 a.m. each day. No charge to
spectators. Western-style barbecue
planned for Saturday at 6 p.m.
Buckaroo Breakfast each morning
at 7 a.m. For more information,
contact Dean or Norene Shelman,
541-573-2201.

June 21 — Basque Festival,
Hines City Park at 11 a.m. Basque
food booth, dancing, weight lifting,
tug-of-war, other games and enter-
tainment. For more information,
contact Maria Iturriaga, 541-573-
6641.

June 28 — Annual Harney
District Hospital 5K Run and
Walk. Post-event party at Hines
City Park. Contact HDH Physical
and Sports Therapy, 541-573-1543.
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July
July 4 — Harney County fire-

works show at dusk.
July 10-12 — 5th annual

Quilt Show Exhibition, Country
Lane Quilts on Broadway in
Burns.

July 11-13 — Hines Junket
yard sale and flea market.

July 12 — Harney County
Ranch Rodeo, Harney County
Fairgrounds. Team branding,
dally calf roping, penning, saddle
bronc, stock horse, wild-cow
milking, evening activities, bar-
becue and dance. For more infor-
mation, contact Dean White, 541-
573-1852 evenings.

July 13 — Oregon Old Time
Fiddlers, District 9, holds a potluck
and jam session the second Sunday
of each month at the Harney Coun-
ty Senior Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1
p.m. with music from 2-4 p.m.

July 25 — Ted Robinson
cowhorse clinic at 8 a.m. at the
Bell-A Ranch.

July 26 — Stockhorse Show,
Bell-A Ranch. Amateur and Pro di-
visions.  Starts at 9 a.m.

July 27 — Shelman Family
Working Ranch and Performance
Horses Production Sale, Bell-A
Ranch at 12:30 p.m. Preview at 8
a.m. Lunch available. For more in-
formation, call 541-573-2201.

August
Aug. 2 — 25th annual Chris

Miller Memorial Steens Mountain
Rim Run, east rim of Steens
Mountain at 9:30 a.m. For more in-
formation, call the chamber of

commerce, 541-573-2636.
Aug. 2 — Frenchglen Jam-

boree, Frenchglen. Kids events,
lunch by Catlow Valley 4-H Club,
team branding and doctoring, live
music. 

Aug. 10 — Oregon Old Time
Fiddlers, District 9, holds a potluck
and jam session the second Sunday
of each month at the Harney Coun-
ty Senior Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1
p.m. with music from 2-4 p.m.

Aug. 15-17 — Desert Dash Ral-

ly in Hines City Park.
Aug. 23 — Demolition Derby,

Harney County Fairgrounds at 6
p.m. Contact Brady Ellis, 541-573-
6014.

Aug. 23 — Gathering of Artists,
Designs by Linda Art Studio.

Aug. 30-31 — Jo and Julio
Urizar Golf Tournament.

September
Sept. 1 —Wart Smyth Memo-

rial Golf Tournament.
Sept. 2-7 — 84th Harney Coun-

ty Fair, Rodeo and Race Meet, Har-
ney County Fairgrounds. Theme is
Stirrup Some Fun! Contact Don
Slone, 541-573-6447.

Sept. 14 — Oregon Old Time
Fiddlers, District 9, holds a potluck
and jam session the second Sunday
of each month at the Harney Coun-
ty Senior Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1
p.m. with music from 2-4 p.m.

Sept. 15 — Steens Mountain
Men Yellowjacket Rendezvous, Yel-
lowjacket Lake. Contact Andy or
Vena Dunbar at 493-2595.
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October
Oct. 12 — Oregon Old Time

Fiddlers, District 9, holds a
potluck and jam session the
second Sunday of each month
at the Harney County Senior
Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1 p.m.
with music from 2-4 p.m.

Oct. 11-12 — Burns Paiute
Reservation Powwow, Burns
High School.

Oct. 18 — Harney Hospital
Foundation Festival of Western
Life.

Oct. 31 — Halloween Street
Parade beginning around dusk
on Broadway. Local businesses
hand out candy to trick-or-
treaters.

November
Nov. 3 — Pioneer Presbyteri-

an Church Harvest Festival

and Bazaar.
Nov. 5 — American Legion

Veteran’s Day Dinner, Burns
Elks Lodge #1680, 118 N.
Broadway. Contact Charlie
Schmit, 541-573-7501.

Nov. 9 — Oregon Old Time
Fiddlers, District 9, holds a
potluck and jam session the
second Sunday of each month
at the Harney County Senior
Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1 p.m.
with music from 2-4 p.m.

Nov. 15 — Harney County
Hospice Wine and Food Festi-
val, Burns Elks Lodge at 118
North Broadway in Burns from
6-9 p.m. A major fund raiser for
Hospice; proceeds stay in Har-
ney County and used for area
residents. Contact Cheryl
Keniston, 541-573-8360.

December
Dec. 14 — Oregon Old Time

Fiddlers, District 9, holds a
potluck and jam session the
second Sunday of each month
at the Harney County Senior
Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1 p.m.
with music from 2-4 p.m.

2009
January

Jan. 11 — Oregon Old Time
Fiddlers, District 9, holds a
potluck and jam session the
second Sunday of each month
at the Harney County Senior
Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1 p.m.
with music from 2-4 p.m.

February
Feb. 8 — Oregon Old Time

Fiddlers, District 9, holds a
potluck and jam session the
second Sunday of each month

at the Harney County Senior
Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1 p.m.
with music from 2-4 p.m.

March
March 8 — Oregon Old Time

Fiddlers, District 9, holds a
potluck and jam session the
second Sunday of each month
at the Harney County Senior
Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1 p.m.
with music from 2-4 p.m.

March 17 — St. Patrick’s
Day Dinner at the Elks Lodge,
118 North Broadway.

March 23-27 — The Glass
Butte Knap-in is traditionally
held during spring break at
Glass Butte on Hwy. 20 be-
tween Burns and Bend. It is an
informal get-together for any-
one interested in knapping,
aboriginal skills and other as-
pects of primitive technology.
Annual event since 1986.
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Relocation & Demographic Information
Moving to Harney County? 
Here’s how to get connected
If you are new to the area, you
will need to establish basic
services for your home or busi-
ness.

ELECTRIC
Oregon Trail Electric
Consumers Cooperative, 567
W. Pierce Burns, 573-2666.

Harney Electric Cooperative,
1326 Hines Blvd. Burns, 
573-2061.

GAS
Ed Staub & Sons Propane
and Home Heating Oil, 429
Crane Blvd. Burns, 573-2622.

HOME HEATING OIL
Ebar Oil Co., 604 N. Hwy. 20
Hines, 573-2976.

Ed Staub & Sons Propane
and Home Heating Oil, 429
Crane Blvd. Burns, 573-2622.

WATER
City of Burns - Water Dept.,
242 S. Broadway Burns, 
573-5255.

City of Hines - 101 E. Barnes
Hines, 573-2251.

TELEPHONE
CenturyTel, Residential
Installation, 1-800-201-4099,
Business Installation, 
1-800-201-4102.

CABLE TV
Charter Communications - 
1-866-731-5420.

SATELLITE TV
DIRECTV - 1-800-803-2385.

WASTE & RECYCLING
C & B Sanitary Service, 53206
W. Monroe Burns, 573-6441.

4R Recycling Center,
Hotchkiss and Lottery Lanes,
573-7720.

DRIVER’S LICENSING
DMV - 252 S. Date Burns,
573-6019.

HARNEY COUNTY 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
76 E. Washington Burns, 573-
2636.

NEWSPAPER
Burns Times-Herald, 355 N.
Broadway Burns, 573-2022.

RADIO STATIONS
KQHC FM 92.7, S. Egan Rd.
Burns, 573-2055.
KZZR AM 1230, S. Egan Rd.
Burns, 573-2055.

HARNEY COUNTY LIBRARY
80 West D Burns, 
573-6670.

HARNEY COUNTY OFFICES
450 N. Buena Vista Burns.
Assessor, 573-2246.
Corrections, 573-2933.
Clerk, 573-6641.
County Court, 573-6356.
District Attorney, 573-8300.
ESD Supt. Office, 573-2426.
Extension Service, 573-2506.
Behavioral Health, 573-7632.
ESD Region 17, 573-2122.
Sheriff Co. Jail, 573-6156.
Treasurer, 573-6541.
Planning Dept., 573-6655.

Total population 7,609

County wide statistics
SEX AND AGE
Male
3,858 50.7
Female
3,751 49.3
Median age (years)

39.8

Major Harney County Employers
in 2003jor Employers 2003
Name Employees
Monaco Motor 
Coach 145

School District 170

Hospital 81

Safeway 60

Government 200+

Population 16 years and over
5,903 
In labor force
3,765 63.8

OCCUPATION
Management, professional, 
and related occupations
1,111

Service occupations
556

Sales and office 
occupations
645

Farming, fishing, 
and forestry occupations
249

Construction, extraction, 
and maintenance occupations
296

Production, transportation, 
and material moving
occupations
555

INCOME IN 1999
Households
3,043
Less than $10,000
333
$10,000 to $14,999
271
$15,000 to $24,999
548
$25,000 to $34,999
559
$35,000 to $49,999
503
$50,000 to $74,999
443
$75,000 to $99,999
234
$100,000 to $149,999
98
$150,000 to $199,999
28
$200,000 or more
26
Median household income
$30,957

Total Families
2,103
Less than $10,000
133
$10,000 to $14,999
114
$15,000 to $24,999
299
$25,000 to $34,999
448
$35,000 to $49,999
398
$50,000 to $74,999
344
$75,000 to $99,999
229
$100,000 to $149,999
84
$150,000 to $199,999
28
$200,000 or more
26

Median family income 
$36,917

Per capita income 
$16,159

Harney County 2000
Census Information
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Lauren Brown
Burns Times-Herald

If the newspaper could talk,
what would it say? After docu-
menting over 120 years of the
goings-on in Harney County, it
might say, “We’ve come a long
way, baby.”

Having diligently covered
county events for so many years,
the newspaper itself made the
news. In 2006, for the first time
in many years, the Burns Times-
Herald became a locally-owned
paper. Five staff members decid-
ed to pool their money to buy the
newspaper. 

In 2002, Scott Olson of
Creswell bought the paper from
Western Communications, a cor-
poration, which owned it from
1976 to 2002. Olson then sold
the paper to David and Judy
Thouvenel of Sun Valley, Idaho,
in November 2005. 

The paper’s staff got together
and decided it was high time to
take control. Who better to buy
the business than the very peo-
ple who care so much about its
local content? Together Manag-
er Sue Pedersen, Editor Debbie
Raney, Ad Seller Donna Clark,
Bookkeeper Linda Baker and
Reporter Randy Parks formed
the LLC Survival Media and
bought out the Thouvenels on
April 1, 2006. The group re-
cieved a grant from Southeast
Regional Alliance to help make
the initial investment. 

Not only is the staff takeover
noteworthy in that it finally of-
fers county residents a locally-
owned product, but it is the first
staff buyout of a newspaper in
the state of Oregon.

The paper’s staff was excited
to take the reins. They are com-
mitted to offering residents a
newspaper filled with local hap-
penings and continue to “cover
Harney County like the Sage-
brush,” just as the paper’s motto
states.

And now for a little history. In
1937, the paper celebrated its
50th anniversary. Here are ex-
cerpts from the 1937 newspaper
on the paper’s founding father,
or in this case, founding mother:

From the November 23, 1937,
issue of the Burns Times-Herald

It reads Volume L.I. No. 1. In
the opposite ends of the date
line at the head of this page to-

day as the Times-Herald begins
a new year and a new half cen-
tury.

The Times-Herald was found-
ed as the East Oregonian Her-
ald on November 23, 1887, fifty
years ago, when Burns was a
scattered village of pineboard
shacks, yet already noted as one
of the outstanding cowland cap-
itals of the old west. Burns was
then three years away from the
day when George McGowan, at
his first Burns store, chose the
name of the Scotch bard for the
new Oregon post office.

The Herald became the
Times-Herald in 1900 when the
times, originally started at Har-
ney, was consolidated with the
older Burns paper. 

Guiding the Herald in its ear-
ly years in the 1880s and 1890s
were two of the west’s newspa-
per pioneers, Nellie R. Grace
and W.C. Byrd.

FOUNDED TWO 
PAPERS

Nellie R. Grace, who founded
the Herald and News, now con-
solidated and published as the
Burns Times-Herald, devoted
her entire life to newspaper and
literacy work. Now in her 93rd
year, she continued to carry on
until recently when she suffered
a stroke and was taken from her
home at Cove to a hospital in La
Grande. Last June, when this
writer visited her in her home,
Mrs. Grace was found to be alert
with a keen mind, keeping with
all current affairs. Although
blind for over five years, she

continued to keep in touch by
her radio. She kept in close
touch with the newspaper she
had founded and evinced a keen
interest in its welfare.

During her long residence in
this community, Mrs. Grace took
an active part in public ques-
tions, was active in church and
fraternal matters, and was the
first matron of Burns Chapter,
order of the Eastern Star.

Mrs. Grace was in charge of
the public library at Cove for
many years up to the time im-
paired eyesight required she re-
sign from the position.

W.C. BYRD: 
EDUCATOR-EDITOR

W.C. Byrd, who took over the
Herald from Prof. and Mrs. D.L.
Grace in 1890, was a pioneer ed-
ucator of this region. He came to
Harney valley in 1883 and for a
time taught the only school in
the area now comprising Har-
ney County. He retired from
teaching and for a time devoted
his energies to the newspaper
field, but later served two terms
as superintendent of schools of
this county. He also held the of-
fice of justice of the peace for
many years.

In the real pioneer days, Mr.
Byrd was looked to as a leader
in civic and social affairs. Mr.
Byrd was called upon for varied
duties. Although not an or-
dained minister and never affil-
iating with any church denomi-
nation, he conducted Sunday
school, directed singing classes
and occasionally acted as coun-

sel in civic cases before a mag-
istrate.

Mr. Byrd was widely known
in Harney County and was af-
fectionately called “Daddy” by
almost every man, woman and
child in the county. He died on
June 10, 1914.

JULIAN BYRD WAS
BURNS’ NEWSPAPER ICON

FOR OVER 50 YEARS
Julian Byrd, son of W.C.

Byrd, joined the Eastern Ore-
gon Herald staff in December
1889 and began to learn print-
ing and the newspaper busi-
ness. 

Not too many years later,
Byrd’s father purchased the pa-
per and on July 22, 1896, Julian
became manager and the name
of the paper was changed to
Times-Herald. In 1897 the pa-
per was leased to him.

During Mr. Byrd’s lifetime in
Harney County he was deeply
devoted to the people and the
county. 

Active in organizing the
Burns Library, he was also one
of the organizers in the Harney
County Pioneer Association in
1916. He was truly a pioneer
and was always one of the first
to want and to work for im-
provements in Burns and Har-
ney County. He was a lifelong
Democrat, but never sought
public office.

During the early part of the
century, Mr. Byrd was active in
securing the railroad into the
county, and eventually into
Burns. He brought the first reg-
ular showing of motion pictures
to Burns and was instrumental
in securing electric power and
telephone service. He was one
of the original members of the
Harney County Good Roads
Club, a potent force in securing
the present State Highway 78
south and the paved highway
(Hwy. 20) from Burns to Bend. 

In 1930, Mr. Byrd and Dou-
glas Mullarky combined the
Burns News with the Times
Herald, calling the paper the
Burns Times-Herald. Mr. Byrd
continued to be active in this
partnership until about 1955
and divested all interests in the
paper in July of 1957.

Julian Byrd died on Decem-
ber 19, 1959, at the Victoria
Nursing Home in Portland, he
was 85 years old.

Burns Times-Herald

Photo by LAUREN BROWN
Owners of the Burns Times-Herald, back row: Linda Baker, Debbie Raney.
Front row: Sue Pedersen, Randy Parks, Donna Clark.
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Harney County Commissioner Dan
Nichols decided he wanted to spend his
life in the ranching industry at about the
age of 6. His decision to be involved in
public service evolved later with persua-
sion.

Nichols was raised in Malheur Coun-
ty. He said one side of his family was in
the farming industry, the other side in
the ranching industry. He attended Ore-
gon State University, receiving a degree
in animal science.

In 1978, with three credits to go,
Nichols moved to Harney County and
finished his requirements through an in-
ternship in the extension service. He
married his wife, Gretchen (Thompson),
soon after, and worked for her father,
Nevin. 

Nichols said that soon after moving to
Harney County he became involved in
the Farm Bureau, acting as president
and a member of the state board for 10
years. He also became active in Harney
County Agriculture Soil Conservation
Service (ASCS) and the Oregon ASCS. 

Nichols said he spent 15 years con-
tributing to the community through the
various affiliations and then was asked
to run for the county commissioner posi-
tion. “At the time I hadn’t considered it.
It seemed that after all that experience,
I should stick close and see what I could
do for folks at home.”

Nichols’ first term as Harney County
commissioner began in 1994. 

The Nichols have three grown chil-
dren — Ben, Catherine and Laura. Dan
continues to work in the industry he
knew as a 6-year-old he would be part
of, but devotes his spare time to work-
ing toward a healthy Harney County.

Jack Drinkwater, Harney County
Commissioner grew up on a ranch near
the Silvies River. “All I was raised with
out there was bachelors and moonshine,”
he said. If you’ve done the math,
Drinkwater is now 82 years old. He’s
come a long way from that long summer
trek back in 1930, and he’s had some
good adventures along the way.

He attended a small, rural school
called Poison Creek, which included
children in grades first through eighth.
In those  days  he  rode his  horse  to
school, as did many of the other chil-
dren. “There was quite a herd of horses
there every day,” he said.

The pitch-in-and-help-out mentality
is one of the many things that Drinkwa-
ter appreciates about Harney County
residents. “True, they’ll fight and cuss
you, but if you need help, they’ll give it
to you,” he said. “I’ve never lived any
place else or even attempted to.”

He and his wife, Betty Jean Claire,
have been together for nearly 64 years.
They have raised five children. They
also have eight grandchildren and eight
great-grandchildren. 

Drinkwater fell into ranch work at an
early age. The ranching way of life has-
n’t lost any of its appeal. “You’ve got cer-
tain things you have to do, but you’re
the boss. It’s a wonderful place to raise
kids. They’ve all turned into damned
good citizens,” he said. 

“Naturally, I think Harney County is
the best place in the world.”
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Like so many others who now call Har-
ney County home, County Judge Steve
Grasty was going to work here for a year
and then move on to bigger and better
things. That was in 1971, and he’s still here.
“I love this place,” he says with a smile.

Grasty has lived in Eastern Oregon his
entire life. Born in Nyssa, his family moved
to Ontario when he was in the third grade.
He graduated from Ontario High School
and then attended Treasure Valley Com-
munity College, where he earned an associ-
ate of science degree in parts sales manage-
ment.

Grasty moved to Burns in 1971 and went
to work at Burns Automotive Parts-NAPA.
In the mid-1970s he was named store man-
ager, and he eventually bought the store in
May 1983. Grasty operated the business,
then known as A Parts, until 1995, when he
sold it and began his venture into the polit-
ical world.

Grasty served as a county commissioner
from 1995-96 and began his first six-year
term as county judge on Jan. 1, 1999. He
was re-elected in 2005.

Grasty said his interest in politics began
when he owned the parts store. He said as
the county judge, there is no such thing as
a “typical day.” “The biggest challenge is the
diversity of things you have to face in the
course of a day, “ 

After a busy day of dealing with county
issues, Grasty finds relaxation in working
on old cars, hunting, fishing and woodwork-
ing.

He and his wife, Cindy, have two grown
children and continue to stay involved in
the community.

If you’re not sure how he feels about liv-
ing in Harney County, ask him. It’s a sure
bet he’ll tell you, “This is the best place any-
where.”

Harney County Court

Harney County Judge
Steve Grasty

Commissioner
Dan Nichols

Commissioner
Jack Drinkwater



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 2008 DESTINATION HARNEY COUNTY 2008 PAGE 13



PAGE 14 DESTINATION HARNEY COUNTY 2008 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 2008

Lauren Brown
Burns Times-Herald

How long have you been in
this position? 7 years

What is your day job? Execu-
tive Director at HHope, a shelter
for women

What are your duties as
mayor? “To facilitate city council
meetings, sign checks as needed
and research issues that residents
bring to the city’s attention. I think
it’s my job to find out why they’re
unhappy. That’s not just the may-
or’s job but the job of the coun-
cilors, too. Our job is to help the cit-
izens. We’re not going to make
everyone happy. That’s not possi-
ble. But we’re going to try. You’re
always looking at what’s best for a
majority of the citizens.”

In your opinion what makes
for an effective mayor? “Some-
one who will listen. Somebody who
really cares about their communi-
ty and someone with a thick skin.”

What other political fig-
ure(s) do you look up to? “Con-
doleeza Rice. This is a woman who
shows that she cares about the
country. It’s important not to be
afraid to say what you feel needs

to be said. I also
admire Eleanor
Roosevelt. I think
she was someone
we could all emu-
late, and we
wouldn’t go
wrong.”

How much
interest do resi-
dents take in
city govern-
ment? “Very, very
little. Look
around at a city
council meeting. Attendance is
bad. Only department heads show
up.” Van Cleave stressed that the
city council truly does impact how
the city runs. She encouraged
more people to attend city meet-
ings. “We could change their (resi-
dents) lifestyle with some of the
decisions we make. You can’t com-
plain about what you don’t know
about. I want to hear from all the
people, not just the vocal minority.” 

What is the most enjoyable
aspect of your position? “The
people. The staff at the city. They
are all so knowledgeable. And the
people in the community — I en-

joy meeting
them. I am a very
shy person. I
never in my
wildest dreams
thought I’d be a
mayor of a town.
I believe every-
one should strive
to push them-
selves out of
their comfort
zone.” 

What do you
find most chal-

lenging about working for the
City of Burns? “When people dis-
agree so much that they get angry.
I hate confrontation. Also, if I have
to make decisions that are unpop-
ular — I’m human. One thing I
hate is rudeness at any time.”

Do you see any budget prob-
lems cropping up in the fu-
ture? “We’re always going to have
budget problems. We’re never go-
ing to be rich like we were during
the timber days.”

What is the most bizarre
thing that has ever happened
at a city council meeting? “This
didn’t happen at a city council

meeting, but one time I received a
letter from a woman who wanted
me to find her a husband. She
thought that, as the mayor, I could
help her out. It was bizarre to get
that kind of note.”

In your opinion, what
makes for an effective city
council? “People who can dis-
agree without getting angry at
each other. Seven people who can
talk a problem through from start
to finish. You don’t have to all
agree but you all have to be on the
same page. Right now we have a
good council because, for the most
part, they’re not afraid to speak
their minds.”

Other thoughts: “I thank the
people for giving me the opportu-
nity to do what I’m doing. Without
the people of the community, I
couldn’t do it. This city means an
awful lot to me. If I had to pick a
home town, this would be my home
town. This community has given a
lot to my family. I feel that every-
one should give something back. I
believe that volunteerism is some-
thing we should all be doing — it
comes down to the difference you
can make in someone’s life.” 

Randy Parks
Burns Times-Herald

How long have you been
part of the council? “I was elect-
ed to the council in 1997. I was the
council president when Chris Hill
resigned as mayor and the council
appointed me to finish out her
term. Then I ran, and was elected
mayor in May 2003.”

What is your day job? “I’m a
homemaker. I’m retired now, and I
spend a lot of time knitting.”

What are your duties as
mayor and how many hours do
you put in? “I probably put in 20
hours or more a month. Some
months are really busy, others
aren’t, so it kind of depends on
that. But I also attend a number of
community meetings and Hines
planning commission meetings. As
for duties, I try to give the council
some guidance and options on the
issues they vote on. I’ll try to bring
up a a differing opinion just so they
can get another view, too. And I al-
ways give the council members a
chance to participate in the meet-
ing.”

In your opinion, what makes
for an effective mayor? “I guess
not pressuring anyone, not trying

to show you know
everything. I don’t
think a mayor
should be over-
bearing. I try to
be more of a guide
in making deci-
sions rather than
a force. I don’t
want to sway
their thoughts
one way or the
other. Chris (Hill)
did away with
council members
as department heads when she
was mayor, and I agree with that.
All council members should have
the chance to visit with the differ-
ent departments. That’s also the
reason I ask the department heads
to be present and give reports at
council meetings.”

What past mayor or other
political figure do you look up
to or respect? “Vera Katz. She
was a gutsy lady that I admired.
Barbara Roberts was a strong
woman, and I like former governor
Tom McCall.”

How much interest do resi-
dents take in city government?
“Not enough. There just is not

enough commu-
nity interest. It
would be nice if
residents came to
the meetings,
even if they have
nothing to say.
We don’t have the
input we would
like to have from
citizens.”

What is the
most enjoyable
aspect of your
position? “I like

working with the people that run
the city and work within the de-
partments.”

What do find the most chal-
lenging about the position?
“Budgeting is definitely the most
challenging. It seems we’re always
trying to find money to keep things
going or how we can get more bang
for our buck. I wish we had more
money because I’d like to see a big-
ger city hall, another police officer
and another maintenance worker.”

Do you see any budget prob-
lems cropping up in the fu-
ture? “Right now I don’t, but it re-
mains to be seen. They tried to do
away with some franchise fees, and

they are a big part of our budget. If
we get some growth, our tax rev-
enue would increase and that
would help.”

Do you have a funny story or
has anything bizarre happened
during a city council meeting?
“There was the great mosquito de-
bate last year. A few people wanted
us to spray but most didn’t. We did-
n’t have the money to spray any-
way, but the debate was fun. There
were also some people concerned
about the bat houses that were put
up in the park. They said they did-
n’t want to get bitten by a bat.”

In your opinion, what makes
for an effective city council?
“One that no member has a hidden
agenda. They work together to
make the best decision for the city
and the  residents. They all have
their own opinion, but they’re not
in it for themselves. I also think the
relaxed atmosphere we have at our
meetings makes for a comfortable
situation.”

Other thoughts: I think the
appearance of squirrels in Harney
County is kind of neat. I don’t know
how many there are exactly, but it’s
nice to see them.”

Ruth Schultz — Hines Mayor

Laura Van Cleave — Burns Mayor
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The Harney County Cham-
ber of Commerce board of direc-
tors hired Jessica Boone to
serve as Executive Director last
sping. Boone replaced Connie
Brumback, who resigned from
the position after  serving for
three and a half years.

Boone is a native Oregonian,
born in Hermiston, and moving
to Harney County in February,
2007. She holds a bachelor of
science degree in public policy
and administration from West-
ern Oregon University.  During
college she interned for the
City of Corvallis in the City
Manager’s office and went on to
work in the City Manager’s of-
fice in Redmond. 

Boone said that while in
Redmond she was drawn to-
ward community improvement,
particularly the downtown re-
development efforts. 

“That is one of the reasons
why I find chamber work so re-
warding,” she said. “The cham-

ber is involved
in all aspects of
Harney Coun-
ty.”

Boone com-
mented that
the future is
extremely
bright for the
Harney County
Chamber of
Commerce. “I
believe that
the new cham-
ber office loca-
tion in the
Harney County
Community
Center will
help us reach
more visitors
as well as pro-
vide additional
benefits for our
members. The
new location will allow us to
better serve the community
through the chamber’s mission

of promoting
economic well-
being.” The
new communi-
ty center  is be-
ing constructed
on the 400
block of North
Broadway, in
the Smith
Building.

Boone’s
goals for im-
provement in-
clude a new
Web site to bet-
ter serve the
members and
visitors,
launching a
business direc-
tory, and con-
tinuing sup-
port for all as-
pects of the

economic growth and well being
of Harney County. 

Said Boone, “The chamber is

very fortunate that the county,
City of Burns, City of Hines and
the community all support the
chamber’s mission.”

Jessica Boone — 
HC Chamber Director 

Harney County
Chamber 

of Commerce
LOCATION: Until the summer
of 2008, 76 E. Washington.
HOURS: Monday-Friday, 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
CONTACT: e-mail — 
director@harneycounty.com 
or info@harneycounty.com
Phone — 541-573-2636
Fax — 541-573-3408
ONLINE:
www.harneycounty.com
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Randy Parks
Burns Times-Herald

With a penchant to learn, an
upbeat attitude and a respect for
Harney County’s heritage, Bran-
don McMullen, 26, began his job
as Harney County planning di-
rector on Nov. 27, 2006.

“I have no previous planning
experience, so I’m learning on
the job,” McMullen said. “It gives
me a chance to learn about the
county, the people, and I’m ab-
solutely loving it.”

After earning a two-year com-
puter science degree from Walla
Walla Community College in
Washington, McMullen attended
Eastern Washington University
in Cheney, Wash., and earned a
bachelor’s degree in organiza-
tional communications.

It was in Cheney that Mc-
Mullen met and married Court-
ney Copenhaver of Burns. The
couple then moved to Burns,
where McMullen took a job as
special projects coordinator with
the Training and Employment
Consortium (TEC), and Courtney
began her employment with the
Harney ESD as a speech and lan-

guage patholo-
gist.

McMullen
said that in their
search for a
house to buy, he
talked with
Richard Jen-
nings, who was
the planning di-
rector at the
time. “I found his
job intriguing,”
McMullen said.
“Deciding land-
use issues in Harney County is
something that appealed to me.”
Once Jennings left for a similar
position in the Umatilla area,
McMullen applied for, and re-
ceived, the job as Harney County
planning director. “And we
bought their house, too,” laughed
McMullen.

Despite the lack of experience
in planning, McMullen finds his
job a rewarding challenge. “It’s
definitely learn as you go,” he
said. “I might not know the an-
swers to people’s questions im-
mediately, but I’ll figure it out
and get an answer for them.”

McMullen
said he attended
an Association
of Oregon Coun-
ties conference
in Eugene,
where he made
a number of pro-
fessional con-
tacts that he
can turn to for
advice and
counsel. He also
spent two days
training with

Brent Lake, who is retired from
the Department of Land Conser-
vation District (DLCD), and now
does contract and consultation
work. “That was a two-day, nose-
to-the-grindstone training ses-
sion,” McMullen said.

McMullen said the job is also
dictated by laws of the state.
“There are rules I stick to, ad-
ministrative rules and state
statutes.”

To help with office duties, Dar-
win Johnson was hired as a plan-
ning assistant. “It’s an adminis-
trative position, which helps
with the day-to-day efficiency of

the office,” McMullen said. “Dar-
win handles notifications, the
mail, organization, and he has
had some college planning cours-
es.”

When asked about what he
sees in the future for Harney
County, McMullen is optimistic.
“Growth. We’re not going to be
the next Bend, but there is an ap-
peal here, and that will bring
more people and growth to the
area,” he said.

McMullen said that even
though growth will probably
come, it’s important to keep the
county’s cultural aspects. “This is
an agricultural community, a
ranching community, and I’m
looking to preserve that.”

McMullen recently discovered
that his ancestors had lived in
the Drewsey area, and he said
Harney County feels like home.
“I don’t want to raise my kids in
a metro area,” he said. “I want to
live here, raise my kids here. It’s
a place with small-town values.
This job is the perfect opportuni-
ty to jump into a position and
help decide as to where the coun-
ty is going in the future.”

Brandon McMullen — Planning Commission Director
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Lauren Brown
Burns Times-Herald

Mark Maliwauki was hired
in 2007 as the Harney County
Business Development Coor-
dinator. 

Maliwauki took over the po-
sition vacated by Bill Burstow.
His previous work experience
includes 20 years  with tech-
nology companies in corporate
development. He has traveled
the world helping companies
expand business outside the
United States. “There are very
few places I haven’t been,”
Maliwauki said. Not bad for a
kid who grew up in Baker
City.

Maliwauki attended
Brigham Young University
and obtained a degree in com-
munications. After working
for a couple of years, he went
back to school and got his
master’s in international busi-
ness administration. He was
attracted to the county busi-
ness coordinator position be-
cause he has an interest in
economic development, espe-
cially in rural towns such as

Burns and
Baker City.
He noted that
both have
similar tim-
ber back-
grounds.
Towns that
have relied so
heavily on
timber in the
past need to
re-invent
themselves
Maliwauki
said. 

According
to Maliwauki
there are two
keys to
spurring eco-
nomic development here in
Harney County. They are:

1) Fostering growth within
the existing community. This
means giving local entrepre-
neurs the tools they need to
start businesses. 

2) Bringing in new busi-
nesses to expand the tax base. 

“The more you can leverage
the existing businesses and

people, the
better off
you’ll be,”
Maliwauki
said. He went
on to say that
a community
needs to be
committed to
helping eco-
nomic devel-
opment along
by creating
the necessary
infrastruc-
ture. “The
county is
nearly there,”
he said.
“There is
some good

groundwork that has been
laid.” 

Maliwauki is particularly
excited about the Lane Com-
munity College Micro Busi-
ness Program, which will pro-
vide grants to help Harney
County entrepreneurs get
their businesses started. “The
hard part about small busi-
ness in a rural area is that

you’re wearing five or six
hats,” Maliwauki said. Some-
times it’s hard for small busi-
ness owners to expand their
businesses and see the bigger
picture. He hopes to help lo-
cals in this area. 

Maliwauki thinks Harney
County should capitalize on
its natural resources. “Obvi-
ously, this is a big agricultur-
al area,” he said. He suggested
that perhaps business ideas in
the “green” movements, such
as bio-diesel and other alter-
native forms of energy, could
be explored. He believes that
some companies are always
looking to escape the rat race
and locate their businesses in
a less-populated area, in
which case Harney County’s
wide open spaces would be a
huge advantage. “There’s a lot
of history and culture here.
There’s a lot that people
would be drawn to,” he said. 

Maliwauki is married and
has five children. Of Harney
County he said, “Overall, I
think it’s a very appealing
place.”

Mark Maliwauki — Business Development Coordinator
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MNWR Staf f
For Burns Times-Herald

As Malheur National Wildlife
Refuge (Malheur NWR) turns 100
years old, reflection of the passage
of time and how this has begun a
new era of  conservation reveals
the importance of Malheur NWR
to wildlife and natural resources,
and for the present and future
generations of Americans.

It all began at the turn of the
20th century when unregulated
market and plume hunting for
valued feathers were decimating
populations of migratory birds on
Malheur Lake. President of the
Portland Audubon Society
William Finley focused efforts
with photographs of widespread
breeding colonies littered with
broken nests and rotting carcass-
es to compel President Theodore
Roosevelt to designate Malheur,
Mud and Harney Lakes (over
80,000 acres) as a sanctuary for
birds on Aug. 18, 1908.

Malheur NWR has experienced
many beneficial changes and has
grown considerably since the des-
ignation. In 1935, 65,000 acres

south of the lakes were purchased
to provide a stable source of water
to the lakes for the protection and
preservation of migratory birds.
The purchase also included the
preservation of historic Sod House
Ranch and P Ranch built in the
1880s. In 1942, 14,000 acres west
of Harney Lake was purchased
from the William Hanley family,
bringing a greater variety of
wildlife habitats into fold. Today,
the refuge consists of more than
187,000 acres of prime habitat, in-
cluding 120,000 acres of wetlands
on the Pacific Flyway, particularly
important to many migrating
birds and other wildlife.

The most rapid era of construc-
tion and modifications came in
1935 to 1936 when three Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC) camps
were established on Malheur
NWR as part of Franklin Roo-
sevelt’s New Deal — a series of
programs to provide relief, recov-
ery and reform to the American
people during the Great Depres-
sion. 

Malheur Wildlife Refuge

Continued on page 19
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The CCC constructed the Cen-
ter Patrol Road (a 42 mile auto
tour route), several buildings,
lookout towers and a series of
ponds, which today provide habi-
tat for the wide variety of wildlife
and viewing opportunities for vis-
itors.

As World War II ended and
Americans began focusing again
on the resources available in their
own backyards, Malheur NWR
began to provide more recreation-
al opportunities for visitors.
Krumbo Reservoir was created in
1949 to improve wildlife habitat
and fishing, and a new museum
was built at refuge headquarters
to house nearly 200 mounted
specimens of birds found on the
refuge. The previously, little-visit-
ed refuge, now became a destina-
tion for Audubon Society trips,
college biology classes and other
wildlife enthusiasts.

Malheur NWR is now famous
for its tremendous diversity and
spectacular concentrations of
wildlife, boasting more than 320

bird species and 58 mammal
species, and is one of over 500
refuges in the National Wildlife
Refuge System — a network of
lands set aside specifically for
wildlife and  for the continuing
benefit of the American people.
Managed by the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service, the refuge has
established a connection with vis-
itors to wildlife and natural re-
sources by offering a variety of op-
portunities in wildlife observa-
tion, wildlife photography, envi-
ronmental education, interpreta-
tion, hunting and fishing.

Located 32 miles south of
Burns, Malheur NWR is open
from dawn to dusk. Office hours
are Monday through Thursday, 7
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Friday, 7
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The Visitor Cen-
ter and gift shop is open Monday
through Thursday 8 a.m. to 4
p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. and
staffed with volunteers, most
weekends. For more information,
contact Malheur NWR at 541-
493-2612 or visit:

http://malheur.fws.gov.

Malheur Wildlife Refuge

Photo  courtesy the MNWR, Barbara Wheeler  Photography

Continued from page 18
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BLM Wild Horse Corrals
Randy Parks

Burns Times-Herald

The Burns BLM Wild Horse
Facility opened in August 1976
and each year it is the site of
two or three adoptions.

The 21 HMAs encompass 2.9
million acres and the total
population of wild horses with-
in the HMAs averages between
2,300 and 2,500 each year. 

To maintain a healthy herd,
the BLM establishes an Appro-
priate Management Level
(AML) for each HMA.

Because the herds increase
at a rate of about 20 percent
each year, it’s necessary to
gather 400-500 horses annual-
ly to maintain the proper AML.

Once the excess horses have
been gathered, they are taken
to the Burns facility, where
they are separated by age and
sex.

They are then inspected by a
veterinarian, de-wormed and
vaccinated against disease.

Each horse is also given a
“freeze brand” using liquid ni-
trogen. This painless marking

identifies the animal as an of-
ficial  wild horse, and includes
the animal’s birth year and
identification number. The
freeze brand allows the BLM
the ability to keep accurate
records on each horse. 

Most horses are adopted
within the Northwest, but
some are also sent to other
states for adoption events.

Anyone wanting to adopt,
must fill out an application
and have it approved, pay the

appropriate fee, and keep the
animal for one year before be-
coming eligible for a transfer
of ownership from the BLM. At
the end of one year, the BLM
does a compliance check, and if
everything is in order, the
adopter receives the title to
the horse.

Visit the wild horse corrals
and it won’t take you very
long to figure out that the rea-
son for the success of the pro-
gram is the people running it.

Lloyd Mulholland is in
charge of the corrals, Gary
McFadden is the wild horse
and burro specialist,  Connie
Pettyjohn is the program spe-
cialist and the staff includes a
number of handlers and oth-
ers that are experts in their
field.

It’s obvious when talking to
the staff that the proper care
and treatment of the animals
is the highest priority, and
they do it well.
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Highway 205
Malheur Refuge Headquarters 36 miles 
Diamond Junction 46 miles
Frenchglen 62 miles
Fields 106 miles
Denio 128 miles

U.S. Highway 20 East
Buchanan 24 miles
Drewsey 42 miles
Juntura 56 miles
Vale 114 miles
Ontario                                                132 miles
Boise                                                   187 miles

U.S. Highway 20 West
Riley                                               25 miles
Hampton                                       63 miles
Brothers                                         84 miles
Bend                                             132 miles
Salem                                                   262 miles

U.S. Highway 395 North
Seneca 34 miles
John Day                                               72 miles
Pendleton                                             198 miles

U.S. Highway 395 South
Wagontire                                              52 miles
Lakeview                                            142 miles
Alturas, Calif.                                         175 miles

Oregon 78 East
Burns Airport                             6 miles
Lawen 17 miles
Crane                                                     28 miles
Princeton 40 miles
Folly Farm Junction                              72 miles
Burns Junction                                   100 miles
McDermitt                                          147 miles
Jordan Valley                                      138 miles
Winnemucca, Nev.                             221 miles

From Burns, you’ll travel ...

Photo  courtesy the MNWR,
Barbara Wheeler Photography



For those who want a taste of
authentic Harney County beef,
the Meat Hook Steak House is the
place to go. 

The beef comes from Louie and
Melodi Molt’s herd of cattle. All of
the beef is United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture inspected
with no hormones, steroids or an-
tibiotics. The cattle are fed a mix-
ture of locally grown hay and corn. 

The meat is processed at
Butcher Boys in Prineville and is
shipped fresh. The Meat Hook
Steak House also uses cattle fed
and raised by other local ranchers. 

The menu offers entrees of var-
ious cuts of meat, which include
top sirloin, New York, T-bone and
rib steaks. There are also daily
specials such as barbecue ribs,
salsbury steak, prime rib and
roast beef. The entree comes with
soda, coffee, tea bread, soup, salad,
a vegetable dish, potato dish and a
sundae. 

For vegetarians, there is the
“meal without the moo,” which in-
cludes a beverage and all the side
dishes. The lighter-eater’s menu
has fare such as hot dogs, ham-
burgers and roast beef and barbe-
cue sandwiches. 

There are two menus to choose
from at Linda’s — American or
Thai — both  are extensive. If cus-
tomers are in the mood for Ameri-
can the choices range from individ-

ually hand-chosen steaks to nearly
every type of sandwich invented.
However, Linda said she gets fewer
orders from the American menu
than the Thai. “People are afraid to
order American. Once they do, they
always come back.”

The soups are made fresh daily,
and Linda peels the potatoes for
the french fries herself each morn-
ing.

Then there is the Thai menu —
two full pages of beef, shrimp, pork
and chicken entreés. Orders come
to the tables in such large portions,
Linda presents them on platters
and in serving bowls. A single or-
der of sweet and sour chicken in-
cludes one full pound of chicken. 

After you’ve been on the road
for 10 or 11 hours, it’s time to
stop and stretch those legs and
get a bite to eat. What sounds
good? How about a stop at Fast
Eddie’s Grill.

Eddie’s Truck Stop opened
its restaurant, Fast Eddie’s
Grill, in 2006, welcoming truck-
ers and locals alike to dine on
truck stop staples such as
chicken fried steak and top sir-
loin. 

In addition to the restau-
rant, the truck stop also offers
truckers use of a private lounge
where they can do laundry,
watch TV, shower and relax.
The only requirement is a CDL.
The lounge is also available to
hunters during hunting season.
DVD players, VCRs, mi-
crowaves and air conditioners
with truck compatible power
plugs are offered as well. 

The next time you have a crav-
ing for Chinese food, head for the
Hilander Restaurant on North
Broadway in Burns.

Offering a full array of Chinese
dishes as well as popular Ameri-
can food, the Hilander prides itself
on good service, good food and
cleanliness. Phing and her hus-
band, Zhen Ming Lei, (known to
Harney County residents as
John), have run the restaurant for

12 years, after having purchased
the business from Mike Yee. Phing
works out front in the restaurant,
greeting, seating and serving cus-
tomers, while John does the cook-
ing.

Even though the Hilander of-
fers a number of items to choose
from, Phing said the most popular
items are the Canton and Man-
darin dishes, and the Hong Kong
family-style dinner, which in-
cludes broccoli chicken, pork fried
rice, fried shrimp, sweet-and-sour
chicken, soup, egg roll, tea and for-
tune cookies.

Phing said they also try to keep
their customers happy by allow-
ing substitutions to the menu. “It
might say ‘steamed rice’ and they
want fried rice. That’s OK,” she
said.

The Hilander serves big por-
tions and, more often than not,
customers have food to take home
with them when they leave.
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Grab a bite to eat

Bob McDannel, owner of RJ’s
Drive-in, has built a successful
business the old-fashioned way;
through hard work, perseverance,
hiring good people and keeping
customers happy.

McDannel prides himself on
the fact that his restaurant uses
better products and serves larger
portions than the competition. “I
offer 1/4-pound burgers, but
that’s not what people come in
for,” McDannel said. McDannel
purchased the A&W Drive-in
from Jack and Rosella Miller in
1972. “It was all outside dining
then,” McDannel said. “There
was no heat, no dining room—
just pretty much the kitchen.”

For the next eight years, Mc-

Dannel opened the first of March
and closed for the winter at the
end of October, with a four-month
vacation in between.

In March 1980, McDannel de-
cided it was time to build a din-
ing room and got a loan for the
construction. “Then in April, the
mill closed,” McDannel said. “I al-
most lost the business then. No-
body had a job or money, and I
had a loan to pay back. I still
shake my head when I think
about the timing of that business
decision.”

Throughout the ’80s, McDan-
nel added to the business when
he could afford to, constructing
the dining room, putting in win-
dows and building seating
booths. In the early ’90s, McDan-
nel gave up the A&W franchise
and changed the name to RJ’s.

The menu at RJ’s might also
change from time to time, de-
pending on the customers. Mc-
Dannel said he listens to cus-
tomer feedback and is willing to
try new menu items. McDannel
added that the variety of soups
they offer is because of sugges-
tions from customers.

RJ’s
LOCATION: on Hines Boule-
vard
MENU: Breakfast, lunch and
dinner served daily. Two soups
and salad bar each day.
OTHER: RJ’s is best-known for
the large portions served. Car-
hop service is available as well.

The Hilander
LOCATION: at 195 N. Broad-
way in Burns
MENU: Full array of Chinese
dishes as well as American fa-
vorites.
OTHER: Open from 11 a.m.-
8:30 p.m. Tuesday through Sun-
day. Take-out orders are wel-
come.

Fast Eddie’s Grill
LOCATION: at Eddie’s Truck
Stop 740 S. Hwy 20 in Hines.
MENU: Large, hearty meals
with staples such as chicken
fried steak, burgers and steak.
Breakfast is served all day.
OTHER: Also offers meals to-go
or grab and go for those eating
on the run. 

Linda’s 
Thai Room

LOCATION: 457 N. Broadway
Ave., Burns.
WHATS COOKING?: Full
menus of both American and
Thai cuisine.
ORDER AHEAD: Call 573-3201
for take-out, or, phone ahead
for in-restaurant dining.

Meat Hook 
LOCATION: 673 W. Monroe
MENU: Locally grown beef din-
ners, light-eaters meals and
vegetarian dinners.
OTHER: The Meat Hook Steak
House is open Monday through
Saturday at 4 p.m.

SATISFY EVERYONE’S HUNGER
APPLE PEDDLER — Highway 20 W., Hines — Open 24 hours a day
CRANE SUPPLY — Highway 78, Crane — Open 7 a.m.-7 p.m. M-S; 7 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Sun
DAIRY QUEEN — Highway 20 W., Burns — Open 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Sun-Wed; 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Thurs-Sat
EL TOREO — N. Broadway, Burns — Open 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and 5-9 p.m. daily
FIGARO’S PIZZA — N. Buena Vista, Burns — Open 10:30 a.m. Sun-Thurs; 11 a.m. Fri.-Sat
GLORY DAYS PIZZA — Highway 20 W., Burns — 11 a.m.-9 p.m. M-F; noon-9 p.m. Sat
MCDONALD’S — Highway 20 W., Burns — Open 6 a.m. daily
SUBWAY — Highway 20 W., Burns — Open 7:30 a.m. daily
THE NARROWS — Highway 205, Sod House — Open 8 a.m. daily
YE OLDE CASTLE — West Monroe, Burns — Open 6 a.m. summer/ 6:30 a.m. winter
BROADWAY DELI — 530 N. Broadway, Burns — Open 8:30 a.m. M-F/11 a.m. Sat
SA-WA-BE RESTAURANT — Inside Old Camp Casino, 2205 W. Monroe St., Burns
RANCH HOUSE COFFEE — 83 W. Washington, Burns
BELLA JAVA — Inside Beauty on Broadway, 314-A N. Broadway, Burns
CENTRAL PASTIME — 211 N. Broadway, Burns
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Randy Parks
Burns Times-Herald

Stroll on into the Broadway
Deli in Burns and visit with Fran
Davis, and in a very short time
you’ll find out she’s devoted to
family, faith and her Harney
County heritage.

Enjoy something off the menu,
and you’ll find out she’s also a very
good cook. “Just this summer I
had some people from Pasadena
stop in because their friends in
Los Angeles had been here and
told them about it,” Davis said.
“They recommended my marion-
berry pie and bread pudding.”

Davis has been operating the
Broadway Deli since 1997, offer-
ing fresh-made sandwiches, soups,
salads, quiches and a variety of
baked goods. She admits she likes
to cook, and there seems to be a lot
of people who appreciate her ef-
forts. “During the summer, I get a
lot of repeat customers from out-
of-town,” she said. “People travel-
ing through make this their stop.”

Along with being handy in the
kitchen, Davis is also an engaging

conversationalist. “I love to visit
with people,” she said. “I love Har-
ney County and the people here,
and I want others to enjoy it as
much as I do.”

When travelers ask what there
is to do in this “small town,” Davis
is quick to point them in the direc-

tion of the Book Parlor, Ribbons
and Roses, Gourmet and Gadgets,
Grandma’s Cedar Chest, Country
Lane Quilts, Diamond Hotel,
Frenchglen, the Round Barn and
many other area businesses.
“We’re all in business, and I be-
lieve in helping each other out.”

Heritage
Davis’ family tree has strong

roots in Oregon, especially in Har-
ney County.

Her great-grandparents immi-
grated to Oregon from Switzer-
land and were married in Baker
City.

In 1877, her family homestead-
ed in Drewsey, where her brother
now runs a ranch. Davis’ mother,
Elfreda, was raised in the Silvies
Valley, and when she came to
Burns to go to school, she stayed
with Dr. and Louise Smith, the
parents of former Oregon con-
gressman, Bob Smith. “In fact, my
mom used to baby-sit Bob when
he was little,” Davis smiled.

Davis also tries to help others
see that ranchers are good stew-
ards of the land. “I love giving in-
formation out to people to go see
our county and visit with ranching
families. Ranchers do take care of
the land and the environment,”
she said. “If they didn’t, they
wouldn’t have a ranch.

Broadway Deli

Continued on page 25
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Broadway Deli
The food business

After graduating from Crane
Union High School, Davis left for
Ontario to attend school. While
there, she went to work for VIP’s
restaurants. She was soon pro-
moted to the VIP’s No. 1 store in
Portland, and eventually promot-
ed to training managers in
Wilsonville. Living in the Port-
land area allowed Davis to con-
tinue her education at Portland
Community and Marylhurst col-
leges as well.

Davis returned to Burns in
1979 and operated Cork’s Ice
Cream Parlor with her sister,
Darlene. “We were doing good
until the mill went down,” Davis
said. “Then it was like someone
put a lock on our door.”

Davis’ days now are far from a
9 to 5 job. She usually starts
around 6 a.m. and keeps going
strong until 10 p.m. or so. “The
deli is open from 8:30 a.m. until
4:30 or 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturday,” she said. “But I come
in early to start baking, or I

come back at night to make rolls,
pie crusts and other things.”

As if the deli business doesn’t
keep Davis busy enough, she
also caters for special events and
meetings,  she and her husband,
Rich, operate the Lone Pine
Guest Ranch. In addition, she
runs a small clothing boutique
and, with business partner

Harold Reid, a wine shop located
next door to the deli. “I may be
over-extended, but how do you
undo something you’ve built up?
I’ve been in the food business
since 1974, and if I closed, every-
thing I’ve worked for would be
done,” she said.

Because of her busy days (and
nights), Davis is extremely

grateful for her help. “I have
lucked out getting wonderful
help,” Davis said. “I really appre-
ciate them, and I won’t ask them
to do something I won’t do. I
treat them like I want to be
treated.”

Part of the community
Over the years, Davis has

seen a number of businesses
come and go, and realizes
growth would be a vital step in
stabilizing the town’s economy.
“I love the small quaintness of
the town, but it does need to
grow to support businesses,” she
said. “We don’t want a metropo-
lis, but we do need to grow.”

To further her community
commitment, Davis is a strong
supporter of 4-H, FFA, the swim
team and other youth activities.

Through all her success and
achievements, Davis has re-
mained humble and happy. “I’m
just thankful I can still cook,”
she said. “I have arthritis, but
I’ve been able keep going be-
cause of my faith and the new
medicines. I have been blessed.”

Continued from page 24
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The Blue Bucket Inn in
Drewsey invites guests to experi-
ence life in the Oregon outback.

The inn is owned by John and
Judy Ahmann.  The inn itself
was the original ranch house of
the Riley family ranch. Before
the Ahmanns converted the
house to a bed and breakfast, it
was used as a manager’s resi-
dence by past ranch owners.
Judy said, “Our No. 1 purpose
was to hopefully let people see
what hard work it is to raise food
for the country.”

There are four rooms avail-

able at Blue Bucket Inn — two
with private baths. For larger
groups, the inn has available
hide-a-beds and mattresses.
Family reunions and business
retreats are welcome, and there
is handicap access.

With the rooms, guests are
served a “full country break-
fast.” Lunches and family-style
dinners are offered with special
diet requests honored.

Recreational activities are ac-
cessible from the inn year-
around. During winter months,
the surrounding area is perfect
for cross-country skiing and
snowmobiling. Hunters can use
the inn as base camp, including
bird hunters, as a kennel is
available to house four-legged
partners. If prior arrangements
have been made, equine stabling
is also available.

The historical significance of
the area makes for interesting
day trips both by car and hiking.
Old homesteads and mining sites
can  found along the river. Catch
and release fishing is a short
walk from the inn. 

Hotel Diamond offers an oasis
to travelers or vacationers seek-
ing an unhurried respite. The
hotel has been renovated to pro-
vide old-fashioned ambience
without sacrificing modern con-
venience.

Skirting lands of the Malheur
National Wildlife Refuge and
with a spectacular view of
Steens Mountain’s Kiger Gorge
the small community of Dia-
mond is home to a ranching com-
munity with families whose an-
cestors homesteaded the lands.

The hotel has three bed-
rooms downstairs with queen
beds and private baths. Five
bedrooms upstairs share two
baths. Rooms are decorated
with ranch-style furnishings,
photographs and artwork.

The homecooked meals may
include such items as fresh
baked rolls, New York steak,
black bean chili or sauteed
zucchini and peppers.

Hotel Diamond can serve
groups on retreat, reunions,
meeting groups, or as a base
camp for hunters.

Frazier’s is a small pub
named after the owner’s
great-grandparents who man-
aged the hotel before the turn
of the last century. Casual
fare is offered in the oldest
building left in the town of
Diamond. It is attached to the
hotel and once served as the
community ice-house. The
menu may offer such items as
Tuscan bean stew, ham or
beef sandwiches but changes
to ensure interesting dining
fare. 

Blue Bucket Inn
WHAT: The Blue Bucket Inn is
located 14 miles northwest of
Drewsey, on the Van-Drewsey
Road; then one mile in on 
Forest Service Road #14. 
INFORMATION: The Inn is
open 365 days a year. No pets
or smoking allowed inside.
Reservations can be made by
calling 541-493-2375 or online
at www.bluebucketinn.com

Home away from home
Hotel Diamond

WHERE: Hotel Diamond is lo-
cated 42 miles sourth of Burns
on Highway 205, then 12 miles
east on Diamond Lane
INFORMATION: For reserva-
tions, call or FAX 541-493-
1898. 
OTHER: Frazier’s Pub  is at-
tached to Hotel Diamond. The
pub  offers casual fare inside
the oldest building left in the
town of Diamond.
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It is morning and you are
awakened by  the  smel l  o f
fresh coffee, bacon and home-
made pancakes. You look out
your room window to see a
breathtaking  v iew o f  the
Steens Mountain. 

We don’t all get to wake up
this way; however if  are stay-
ing at the Frenchglen Hotel
you would. 

The Frenchglen Hotel was
establ ished in  1916 in  the
small town of Frenchglen, 60
miles south of Burns. The ho-
tel is operated by John Ross.
Ross has been running the ho-
tel for nearly 20 years. It is
open from March 15 to Nov.
15. 

The  e ight  rooms have  a

very country feel with thick
quilts on the beds. Seven of
the rooms have one full-sized
bed, which are $67 per night.
There is one room that has a
twin and a full-sized bed. This
room is $70 per night. 

Breakfast  is  served from
7:30 until 9:30 a.m. every day.
Lunch is served from 11:30
a.m. until 2:30 p.m. Both are
open to guests and anyone go-
ing through the town. Dinner
is served family style at 6:30
p.m. and is  by  reservat ion
only  — seat ing  is  l imited .
Homemade dinner rolls are al-
ways on the dinner menu and
if you are lucky, so is the ho-
tel’s famous marionberry cob-
bler.  

For  the  guests  who are
planning on having a big day
of exploring, sack lunches are
available. Guests can also sit
on the screened-in porch and
enjoy the gorgeous view. 

To  make reservat ions  to
stay at the Frenchglen Hotel,
contact 541-493-2825 or Email
fghotel@centurytel.net.

Located just south of Steens
Mountain, in the rural town of
Fields, the Fields Cafe, Motel,
and Convenient store offers
many amenities to the weary
traveler. 

In July 2004, the establish-
ment got new owners — Tom
and Sandy Downs. Tom and
Sandy have been in Harney
County for 20 years and are
very familiar with the area. 

The Fields Motel has three
rooms. Each room has two
queen-size beds. These rooms
are $50 per night for one per-
son and $65 for two. The motel

also includes a three-bedroom
house. The house has four
queen beds and a half kitchen.
The kitchen includes a mi-
crowave and refrigerator. The
house is $90 per night. Reser-
vation are a must — bookings
are already being made into
next January. The phone num-
ber for the business is 541-495-
2275.

While in Fields, you can also
enjoy one of the famous ultra-
thick milkshakes in the cafe.
The cafe also offers delicious
hamburgers and french fries.
The cafe is open from 8 a.m.-5
p.m., Monday through Satur-
day, and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. on Sun-
days. 

In the Fields convenience
store you can stock up on  sup-
plies for your journey and refu-
el. There is also a liquor store
and a post office to mail post-
cards home. Hunting and fish-
ing licenses can be purchased
at Fields as well. The store is
open from 8 a.m.-6 p.m., Mon-
day through Saturday, and 9
a.m.-6 p.m. on Sunday. 
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Home away from home
Fields Station

WHERE: Fields Station is lo-
cated just over 100 miles south
of Burns — by way of French-
glen on Highway 205, or on the
Fields-Denio Road off Highway
78.
INFORMATION: For reserva-
tions at the motel, or for other
information call 541-495-2275.

Frenchglen Hotel
WHERE: Located on Highway
205 about 60 miles south of
Burns
INFORMATION: For more infor-
mation, call 541-493-2825 or
Email fghotel@centurytel.net.
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90+ Wines
It may be small in terms of

square footage, but 90+ Wines is
huge in character.

90+ Wines, is a joint venture of
Harold Reid and Fran Davis. Davis,
the owner of Broadway Deli, had
long considered turning the space
adjoining the deli into a wine shop.
Reid had experience as a wine
taster and an interest in the wine
industry that goes back 30-40
years. “It was a natural thing for us
to get together,” said Reid.

Reid rented the space from
Davis and in the fall of 2005, 90+
Wines was born.

The name of the shop reveals
Reid’s vision for the business.
Wines are rated on a scale to 100,
which would be perfect. Using this
classification, Reid said he tries to
stock only the wines that have been
rated with 90 or better. 

Obtaining the huge variety of
high-value wines is time consum-
ing, but an enjoyable process for
Reid. “The challenge is finding good
wines at a good price. I wanted to
have a wide range of choices.” 

Mission accomplished.
Displayed on shelves that Reid

built himself are wines from

around the world. Imports from
Australia, Italy and Hungary take
their place next to wines from Med-
ford and the Willamette Valley.

Reid said that in the last 20
years Oregon vineyards have
gained in both numbers and quali-
ty. His goal is to regularly feature
24 red and 24 white Oregon wines.
He’s well on his way. The shelves in

90+ Wines already boast a huge va-
riety. With each wine hangs a re-
view and description along with the
wine’s rating. The reviews come
from both professional writers and
local wine connoisseurs. 

“I’ve never seen another shop
with as much information,” said
Reid.

The wines are also accompanied
by recipes that Reid has collected.
Customers can take the recipes
with their wine purchase. “The neat
thing for the community is it’s fun
for people to realize they can come
into the little shop and get the best
they can get for their money.”

In addition to the huge variety of
wine, beer that “people can’t get
just anywhere” is available. Reid
has stocked brew such as Santa’s
Little Helper, which is bottled in
Redmond. 

The atmosphere in 90+ Wines is
casual and friendly. Art by local
artists as well as photography from
Reid himself is displayed and for
sale, as are Reid’s hand-tied fishing
flies and his wife’s handmade
greeting cards.

The shop holds wine tastings
every first and third Friday. The

tastings, Reid said, allow people to
drop in and sample a few chosen
wines — probably with a theme —
giving Harney County a chance to
see what’s new and what’s hot.

As a geography teacher at
Burns High School, Reid spent
many years teaching students
about the areas of the world that
he now obtains wines from. To his
dismay, he has never had the op-
portunity to visit the regions of Eu-
rope where the “mother-lode” of
value wines are made. Reid’s con-
stant research for inventory for
90+ Wines does take him to the re-
gions via the Internet and publica-
tions.

The shop’s inventory has some-
thing for everyone — from dessert
wines, which Reid calls “the most
divine use of grapes there is,” to
Champagne directly from Cham-
pagne, France, to a rosé labeled
“When Pigs Fly.”

“My goal,” said Reid, “is to be
able to really get good wines for
people at a price they can enjoy.”
Another mission accomplished.

90+ Wines is located at 530 N.
Broadway in Burns and is open
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily.
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The John Scharff Migratory
Bird Festival and Art Show is held
each year during the first week-
end in April, the Harney County
community focuses on welcoming
visitors to the ultimate birding ex-
perience. 

Migratory waterfowl and oth-
ers traveling the Pacific Flyway
drop out of the sky to rest in the
wetlands of the Harney Basin and
the Blitzen Valley during their
spring migration.

Guest speakers, featured
artists, workshops, tours and oth-
er informative events fill three
days of activity. 

While the birds often arrive
weeks or days before the festival
gets under way and remain long
after, the weekend caters to those
birders and enthusiasts hungry
for a rare-bird sighting, for a
chance to add to their life lists or
just to enjoy a weekend filled with
informative, birding-related activ-
ities.

Waterfowl, shorebirds, raptors
and songbirds are among the
many species to spot throughout
the area in late March and early
April.

Rafts of pelicans and legions of
ducks are easily visible through-
out ranchland turned into wet-
land seas as winter snows melt
and flow out across the land. Bald
eagles can also be seen perched on
electric poles along birding routes,
like exclamation points. They fol-
low the flyway, as well as the mi-
grating waterfowl, and take ad-
vantage of the abundant supply of
food. 

Myriad tours are offered for a
variety of interests. Some offer ed-
ucational opportunities for those
less enthusiastic about birding;

others offer opportunities to view
the migrating birds, to learn about
the history of the Harney Basin
and the Blitzen Valley, about the
people of the rural ranching land-
scape, about environmental con-
cerns and cooperative accomplish-
ments in the area.

The festival is named in honor
of the late John Scharff, former
manager of the Malheur National
Wildlife Refuge. You can learn
more about Scharff ’s contribu-
tions to birding, the MNWR and
the Harney County community
through the festival or by contact-
ing the MNWR. 

The Harney County Chamber

of Commerce works with mem-
bers of the community as well as
the locally based governmental
land management agencies (Mal-
heur National Wildlife Refuge,
Bureau of Land Management,
USDA Forest Service, depart-
ments of Fish and Wildlife,
Southeast Oregon Agricultural
Research Center and others) to
produce a birding weekend to
please all those interested. 

Tours offered annually in-
clude: Jenkins Historical Tours,
Birds of Prey, Brunch with the
Birds, Catlow Valley Archaeolo-
gy, Birding Dusk til Dawn, Mal-
heur Refuge Biology, Ranch

Tours, Leisurely Birding, Sage
Grouse Strutting, Mysteries of
Juniper Woodlands. 

Workshops include: Live
Birds from the High Desert Mu-
seum, Building Birdhouses,
Birdwatching Basics, Photogra-
phy, Dark Sky Discovery (an in-
troduction to astronomy), Spin-
dle Spinning, Folk Tales, Pine
Needle Basketry.

For information on the 27th
Annual John Scharff Migratory
Bird Festival and Art Show,
contact the Harney County
Chamber of Commerce at 541-
573-2636, or go to the Web site:
www.migratorybirdfestival.com

John Scharff Bird Festival
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On April 30, 1940, John T.
Casey deeded a parcel of land
to the City of Hines for $1 and
with one stipulation; the land
could only be used as a golf
course or other form of recre-
ational center. 

That was the beginning of
the Valley Golf Club.

The nine-hole course is
open to the public and fea-
tures a number of “ball-direc-
tion changing” trees, wide,
well-groomed fairways, chal-
lenging rough and a bit of wa-
ter.

Par for the course is 36, and
there are dual tees for those
wishing to play 18 holes.

Green fees on weekdays are
$12 for nine holes, $18 for 18
holes. On weekends and holi-
days, fees are $15 for nine and
$22 for 18. Rental carts are
also available.

One of the best aspects of
the course is you don’t need to
bother with calling for a tee-
time. Just show up and you’ll
probably get on the course
rather quickly.

Although the course itself
is open to the public, the club-
house is private. Because the
clubhouse is private, a mem-
ber must sign non-members
in to allow them to spend time
inside the clubhouse.

Members pay an annual fee
and elect a seven-member
board to oversee the operation
with each board member
elected to a four-year term on
a rotating basis.

Don’t be surprised if, dur-
ing your round of golf, you
spot deer, geese, ducks,
snakes or other wildlife on or
near the course. It’s just an-
other side benefit of the high
desert life.

Valley Golf Club
In Summary

WHERE: Located on 345 Hines
Blvd., Hines.
HOURS: Open, weather permit-
ting, year-round.
INFORMATION: For more infor-
mation, call 541-573-6251.
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Country Music Jamboree
The Country Music Jam-

boree is held each June at the
Harney County Fairgrounds.
The annual event brings musi-
cians from far and wide to the
county to jam together and
provide stage shows for the
community. 

The High Desert Fiddlers
originated the music event in
1983, beginning with a fiddle
contest. The jamboree forgoes
competition in favor of folks
playing music together and
having a good time just for the
joy of sharing music. 

The three-day event fea-
tures workshops on a variety
of instruments including the
fiddle, banjo, guitar, mandolin
and hammered dulcimer as
well as a workshop on clog-
ging. The workshops are held
daily.

Shows begin each day at 1
and 7 p.m. with a pre-show jam
of all musicians 30 minutes be-
fore. Shows include dance
bands, gospel and youth. No
admission is charged for the
shows — a hat is passed for do-

nations.
Food concessions are avail-

able each day. Dinner meals re-
quire reservations. 

According to the event
chairperson, Janet Braymen,

volunteers are the back bone of
a successful jamboree each
year. “It is because of the
friendliness of the hometown
folks that visiting musicians
keep returning year after

year.”
For more information on

the Country Music Jam-
boree, call Braymen at 573-
1323.
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Crystal Crane Hot Springs
Who couldn’t use a long, re-

laxing soak in the tub after a
hard day’s work? But how about
being able to gaze at a vast, star-
ry night sky as you relax those
muscles in a natural hot spring
with the desert landscape as
your backdrop and the coyotes
serenading you in the distance.

You can experience this very
scenario at the Crystal Crane
Hot Springs located just off
Highway 78, about 22 miles east
of Burns. 

In addition to the natural 90-
to 100-degree hot spring, the fa-
cility offers private cabins, hot
tubs (with adjustable heat) and
RV and tent camping. 

For those who stay overnight,
there is access to a commons
room with a refrigerator, stove
and dining area. 

Diana Kryger, whose family
owns the hot springs, said that
people of all ages use the facility.
From hunters who want to rest
their muscles at the end of the
day to families on vacation to lo-
cals who appreciate the quiet
out-of-town solitude, the hot

springs offer a getaway unlike
any other. 

Open year-round from 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m. Monday through Satur-
day and 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Sun-
day, Kryger said most of the lo-
cals come to use the tubs and the
hot spring at night. They host a
Tuesday $1 swim night, which
brings in a fair number of local
families. “Kids like to splash
around and swim,” she said.

Others enjoy the hot tubs and
the hot spring for therapeutic

benefits. “People with arthritis
— they say after sitting in the
tub it feels really good. It also
helps with sore muscles,” Kryger
said.

Logically Friday and Satur-
day nights are the most popular.
“We get really booked up at
night especially on the week-
end,” Kryger said. She noted
that calling earlier in the week
to reserve a tub for Friday or
Saturday is a good idea. Cabins
and RV spaces tend to book ear-

ly as well, so reservations are
recommended. The facilities may
also be rented out for family re-
unions and other gatherings.

In Summary
WHERE: Located on Highway
78 about 22 miles east of Burns
HOURS: Open year-round 9
a.m. to 9 p.m., daily.
COST: Hot tubs are $7.50 per
person per hour; the hot spring
is $3.50 per person per day; RV
sites are $18 per night with
power and water and $20 per
night with power, water and
sewer; camping is $15 per night
for 1-2 people with $3 per addi-
tional person; cabins are $45
per night, and a cabin w/half
bath is $60 per night.
PETS: Are allowed. Cost is $7
per pet in a cabin and $3 per
pet in a camping or RV space.
INFORMATION: For more infor-
mation, call 541-493-2312 or go
online to:
www.cranehotsprings.com.
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4R Recycle Center
Lauren Brown
Burns Times-Herald

Most people who move to
Harney County from bigger
cities are used to recycling.
Maybe they were used to curb-
side recycling, or maybe they
dropped their newspaper, plas-
tic and cardboard at a sorting
center. 

Now Harney County has
joined the ranks of communi-
ties with full blown recycling
centers. The 4R Recycle Center,
located at Hotchkiss and Lot-
tery lanes, is managed by
Wayne Baron. The facility is
open six days per week and ac-
cepts a wide variety of materi-
als.

Starting out
Baron said that those who

are new to recycling usually
start off slowly by saving their
milk jugs, water bottles, card-
board boxes and newspapers.
Once people get used to saving
back things they would nor-
mally throw away, there is a
wide variety of household prod-
ucts that can be recycled. Of-
fice paper, junk mail, maga-
zines, plastic shopping bags,
shrink wrap, cooking oil, rigid
plastic, baling twine, tarps and
books can all be recycled.
Baron said that the center also
accepts bubble wrap and while
they can’t ship it off to recycle,
they are encouraging residents
who need it for gift wrapping to
come pick it up for free. 

“I was amazed at how much
of a Dumpster you can sort
through and recycle,” Baron
said. He noted that 40 to 60
percent of what is thrown into
a commercial Dumpster can be
recycled. It’s a win win situa-
tion. Less refuse goes to the
landfill, and businesses have
lower garbage bills. 

The process
Baron has made recycling as

easy as possible. Harney Coun-
ty residents can drive up to the
cargo bay at the 4R Recycle
Center. Baron or one of his
workers, James Leffler or Jes-
sica Simonich, will help unload
bags or boxes of recyclables
and you’re off. “We try to be ac-
commodating,” Baron said. 

Once the material has been
sorted into bins, the workers

prepare it for shipping by
hand loading it into a baler.
The baler compresses the ma-
terial into bundles that can
then be shipped to a Weyer-
hauser processing center in
Eugene. Weyerhauser buys the
paper and plastic products. 

Baron estimates that he re-
cycles about 10 tons of various
material per week and that in-
cludes scrap metal, which is
trucked to Portland. 

The 4R Recycle Center hit
the ground running when it
opened during the second
week of July and the fire crews
set up camp at the Harney
County Fairgrounds. Baron
noted that each day the camp
was there, he received a 28-
foot trailer full of cardboard
and waterbottles.

Since then he has been im-
pressed with the word of
mouth the recycle center has
generated. “It’s really gratify-
ing from that standpoint —
the participation we’ve got-
ten,” he said.

Future goals
Baron has plenty of plans for

the future. While he said he has
some local investors who
helped start the business, he
would like to expand the busi-
ness and become more self suf-
ficient. 

This would involve having a
dismantling center for appli-
ances and computer equipment
that shouldn’t be dumped into a
landfill. Baron also hopes to
start making his own biofuel to
run his equipment. Monaco
Coach Corp. donated two large
tanks to the recycle center, and
Baron would like to use one for
collecting used cooking oil from
local restaurants and the other
for storing the biodiesel. 

In addition to these goals,
Baron believes the center will
soon have a new baler thanks
to a $40,000 grant from the De-
partment of Environmental
Quality that the county applied
for. Baron believes that with
the money he will be able to
buy a used horizontal baler

that won’t have to be hand
loaded and will be more effi-
cient.

Baron said that he has
talked to the City of Burns
about curbside recycling, which
could be a possibility in the fu-
ture. He has also talked to the
City of Hines about composting
to help improve the area’s air
quality. 

While Baron’s vision for the
recycle center is far-reaching,
right now he’s happy with how
residents have embraced the
concept. “The main thing right
now is cutting back on garbage
costs and the environmental
awareness,” he said. 

In Summary
WHAT: 4R Recycle Center 
WHERE: Located at Hotchkiss
and Lottery lanes.
INFORMATION: Call Wayne
Baron at the 4R Recycle Center,
573-7720.
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The art of weaving
Lauren Brown
Burns Times-Herald

Minerva Soucie and her group
of six dedicated weavers are
keeping the art of Paiute basket
weaving alive. 

The group started meeting
about a year ago when Soucie ob-
tained $1,500 through the Pot-
latch Native Arts Grant. The
main purpose of the grant was to
teach basket weaving on the
Paiute Reservation, although one
of Soucie’s main goals was to
pass her knowledge on to others
to create new teachers. “I’m real-
ly proud of the work we’ve pro-
duced,” Soucie said. 

Natural materials
The group meets twice per

week at the Church of Living Wa-
ters on the Paiute Reservation.
Last summer, they spent time on
the Malheur Wildlife Refuge col-
lecting materials, such as tule
and willow, for baskets.

Soucie said the group is al-
ways looking for places to collect
natural materials. She noted
that sometimes it’s hard to find
willow and tule that hasn’t been
sprayed with pesticides. Howev-
er, a local rancher has invited the
group to come collect on private
land. 

Once the materials are collect-
ed, they must be prepared for
weaving. That involves stripping
the bark and often that takes
more time than the actual weav-
ing of the basket. 

Soucie said the group has at-
tended art/craft shows in Idaho
and California and is taking or-
ders and selling baskets. Howev-
er, each member started with the
group by giving away the first
basket they made as is tradition-
al in the Paiute culture. 

Old techniques
Soucie learned how to weave

baskets from her mother, Bernice
Teeman, but she didn’t start seri-
ously making baskets until 1990.
“We’re known for making the
Paiute cradle boards,” she said.
“We believe that all baskets have
a life and tell a story.” The boards
were used to carry babies from
place to place. The boards are
made from willow and tradition-
ally covered with deerskin,
though, some boards are covered
with more modern materials
such as canvas. 

Soucie said that most of the
baskets made by the group had
practical uses when Paiutes
roamed these lands long ago.
Baskets made by group mem-
bers include cone shaped “Indi-
an suitcases” made from willow,
which were used to carry food
and clothing from camp to camp;
duck decoys made from tule;
winnowing trays, which were
originally used for cleaning
roots and berries; hats made
from cattails and tule; and bags
made from tule, which the
Paiutes used to use to collect
duck eggs. Group members have
also made more contemporary
baskets with materials such as
wool or hemp. “We’re still using
the same old techniques from
hundreds of years ago,” Soucie
said. 

Teaching others
For Sara Barton, the weaving

group has been a dream come
true. As a jewelry artist who
works with abalone, she was ea-
ger to learn Paiute basket weav-
ing techniques. “I’ve always
wanted to learn how to do the
baby cradle boards,” she said.
“It’s been a blessing,” she said. 

Barton and another group
member, Beth Coahran, have
started spreading their new-
found weaving knowledge by
teaching classes. “I’ve created a
couple of teachers already who

are passing on what I’ve taught
here,” Soucie said with pride.
She appreciates the many tal-
ents each one of her weavers
brings to the group. “We have a
wealth of resources right here in
this room,” Soucie said during a
recent weaving session at the
Church of Living Waters. “In
just a year’s time, we’ve really
excelled. And our weavers are
really serious about this.”

While the initial grant money
that started the group has run

its course, the weavers plan to
keep meeting. Over the winter,
the group will experiment with
dying the plant materials differ-
ent colors. Soucie plans to apply
for more grants to keep the
weavers funded. 

Group member Coahran en-
joys gathering twice weekly
with like minded people.
“There’s so few opportunities for
Indian women to get together,”
she said. “Learning how to do
these (baskets) is so powerful.”
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Oard’s Service in Buchanan is a
bit like a pirate’s treasure hidden
in an island cove. There are a few
lucky souls who know where it is
and take advantage of all it has to
offer, but others just cruise on by as
they travel on Highway 20. Inside
the cement walls is a collection
that only a professional could as-
semble. Store owner Mavis is that
professional.  

Mavis’ interest in Indian art be-
gan early in her life. An uncle living
in Arizona often gifted her with
handmade jewelry. When she and
her husband, Richard, took over
the Oard family business, Mavis’
own love for Indian artwork spread
from her personal collection into
the plunder-laden Oard’s Service. 

Walking through the displays in
her store, she can give an account
of all of the artists responsible for
creating the baskets, paintings,
beadwork and jewelry. “I know a
family in Arizona who makes
these.” That’s a common phrase
spoken by Mavis. 

“Quality work” is another com-
mon phrase Mavis likes to use. “I
only buy from the best artists I can
find.” A display of “pitch pots” is an

example of quality artwork avail-
able at Oard’s. The baskets are wo-
ven from willows and sealed with
pitch from pinion trees. The
process makes the pots waterproof
and very durable. Though hard to
find, Mavis buys hers directly from
a Navajo family in Flagstaff, Ariz. 

Mavis also has many families in
Harney County who she buys work
from. Her collection of 86 cradle
boards have all been crafted by
members of the Paiute tribe. Other

local work available at Oard’s in-
cludes juniper furniture, leather
moccasins and gloves, paintings,
scrimshaw and carvings. 

As Mavis’ attraction to Indian
artwork increased, so did her
knowledge of not only the artists,
but the materials used. Mavis can
identify every gem used by the
artists, where and usually when it
was mined and any unusual tidbits
that may accompany the work. 

Rare rhodochrosite from Ar-

gentina and opals from the Denio
area are encased in close proximity.
Mavis has jewelry made from
white turquoise found only in
Austin, Nev., and lapis mined in
Canada. Along with the pitch pots
from Arizona, there is a variety of
horse hair pottery and a remark-
able collection of Indian masks.
There’s a table full of hand-spun
Zapotec Navajo rugs and a glass
case with turquoise-inlaid pen-
dants. The list goes on and on, but
all of the items have one thing in
common, it’s all merchandise
Mavis would like to own for her
personal collection. “I don’t have
anything in the store I don’t like,”
she said.

Once customers are finished
shopping and browsing through
the treasures inside the store, they
can also take a stroll back through
history in the museum located just
off the snack area.  

It’s pretty tough to walk in with-
out wanting to walk out with a new
treasure. But as a sign behind the
cash register reads, “Your husband
called, he said to buy anything you
want.” Ask Mavis, she’ll point you
to just the item you have in mind. 

Oard’s Service
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The Crane School Districts
have a new superintendent.

The board hired Pat Sharp,
who was formerly the principal
at Twality Middle School in the
Tigard-Tualatin School District.
She began work in Crane in
January.

There has been some
turnover in Crane’s superin-
tendent position. Sharp re-
placed Bob Sari who stepped in
to temporarily lead the district
last January when Superintend-
ent Jeff Walker left after only
six months on the job.

Burns Times-Herald: What is your
educational background? Where have
you previously worked and in what ca-
pacity? 

Sharp: I’ve been a teacher and
an administrator in the Tigard-
Tualatin School District for 22
years. About half of my time
with the district was spent as a
classroom teacher in middle and
high school. For the past eight
years I have been principal at
Twality Middle School, a subur-
ban school with approximately

950 students, 50 teachers, and
an equal number of support
staff. Whether as a classroom
teacher or building principal,
I’ve always believed that I had
the best job in the world!

Educational Credentials: BA
from Wright State University;
MED (Master of Education)
from George Fox University;
and Administrative Credential
from Lewis and Clark College.  

BTH: Living and working in a rural
community is very different from life
in an urban setting. Why did you apply
for the job in Crane?

Sharp: My family has a ranch
northeast of Burns. For the past
nine years we have been part-
time Harney County residents,
traveling back and forth each
weekend and holidays from
Tigard. I was attracted to Har-
ney County and particularly the
Crane School Districts because I
love the lifestyle and have
tremendous respect for the rural
values I’ve come to know since
being introduced to the area. 
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Pat Sharp — Crane Superintendent

Continued on page 41



WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 2008 DESTINATION HARNEY COUNTY 2008 PAGE 41

Pat Sharp — Crane Superintendent
While the differences between

a large suburban school district
and a small rural school district
are quite obvious, I look at the
things that are common to both
and make each of the districts
stand-outs in our state. 

Crane has a wonderfully sup-
portive community that puts a
high value on offering an excep-
tional public education. The re-
cently completed track and ele-
mentary gym projects are exam-
ples of the energy generated by a
small community who wants the
best for their children. When I’ve
visited classrooms, I’ve observed
teachers committed to their stu-
dents and students engaged in
their learning. 

While school size certainly im-
pacts the way you do business on
a day to day basis, it is teacher
and staff expertise, community
support and involvement, and a
commitment to shared values
that can make a school great. I
see this in Crane.

BTH: Crane is a unique area with

one of the last public boarding schools
in Oregon. What challenges do rural
students face in this day and age of ed-
ucation?

Sharp: Working in a district
with student dormitories will
certainly be a new experience for
me. As with any school environ-
ment, student safety must al-
ways be the priority. As a parent,
it would have been very difficult
for me to send my sons off at the
age of 13 or 14 to spend the bet-
ter part of their week entrusted
to someone else’s care. I need to

be able to assure parents who are
sending us their kids that while
their students are at school, they
will be safe and well cared for.  

Living in a rural community
presents students and educators
with some challenges, but those
challenges are minimal com-
pared to the benefits of a rural
lifestyle. A challenge for our
school is to be able to provide
students a top-notch education
comparable to what is available
in larger successful urban dis-
tricts. 

One way I will meet this chal-
lenge is by making sure that our
teachers have access to and par-
ticipate in continuing profes-
sional development. There’s lots
of research in the educational
community about how students
learn best, and our staff will
have that information and know
how to use it with our students.
Additionally, I have been very
impressed with the diversity of
courses already available to
Crane Union High School stu-
dents, but with the state’s in-
creased graduation require-
ments, I also see a need to focus
resources in that area.

BTH: What changes will you bring
to the district? What are some of your
goals? 

Sharp: Before I can talk about
changes, I need to spend some
time getting to know my new
schools and community. Any
changes will come in collabora-
tion with the staff and the fami-
lies of the district. 

I do have a professional goal
that goes wherever I go – “Edu-
cate every child, exceptionally.” 

Continued from page 40
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Lauren Brown
Burns Times-Herald

The Harney Soil and Water
Conservation District can be a
helpful tool for ranchers and
landowners in Harney County.

“We work for any land produc-
ers in Harney County to imple-
ment projects to conserve natu-
ral resources,” said District Man-
ager Marty Suter. Such grant-
funded projects could include ju-
niper thinning, water develop-
ments or projects concerning wa-
ter quality. 

Suter used the recent Divine
Canyon project as an example.
Harney SWCD helped Clinton
and Dorothea Purdy manage ju-
niper trees growing on their
land. The project, which encom-
passed 1,100 acres, helped the
Purdys get rid of juniper trees
that were causing erosion. The
intent was to create vegetation
patterns that more closely re-
semble those that would occur
naturally. Ridding the land of ju-
niper improved both water quali-
ty and soil productivity, Suter
said. “Too much juniper has
grave impact on watershed
health,” she said. 

Another project currently in
the works involves private
landowners performing pre-
scribed burning on Steens Moun-
tain. In order to allow the pre-
scribed burning, alternative for-
age land was purchased so that
the landowners can burn the
land. The area must then be left
alone for two years so that the
vegetation can mature before it
is grazed again. The alternative
forage land purchased through
the program will be used for
grazing in the meantime. Suter
said this is the first project of its

kind in Oregon, and Harney
County is one of the first areas to
manage such a cooperative
arrangement between landown-
ers and governmental agencies. 

While Harney SWCD has
been operating in Harney Coun-
ty since 1972, Suter said it has
taken a while to build trust with-
in the community. Harney
SWCD is funded through the
Oregon Department of Agricul-
ture and uses lottery money allo-
cated through the Oregon Water-
shed Enhancement Board. Har-
ney SWCD can supply grant
funding from $100 to $300,000.
However, the projects are cost-
shared with the landowner,
meaning Harney SWCD will
bear 75 percent of the cost and
expects the landowner to bear 25
percent of the cost either through
cash or in kind work. 

Suter noted that today’s
landowners have a lot to worry

about. “It’s financially burden-
some for a landowner to continue
their livelihood without some fi-
nancial assistance,” she said.
And that is where Harney SWCD
hopes to provide some assis-
tance. Currently, 57 projects
have been completed through
Harney SWCD and there are 21
in progress. 

Suter gives much of the credit
regarding completed successful
projects to the Harney SWCD
board, which is comprised of sev-
en elected officials who volunteer
their time. Board members in-
clude Martin A. Urizar, Frank
Burns, Carol Dunten, Renae
Jenkins, David Thompson,
Thomas R. Davis and William R.
Renwick II. Suter said the board
is a progressive one that pro-
vides her much insight. 

Suter invites local landowners
to check out the SWCD and see
what it can do for them. “If we

don’t have a program to fit them,
we do have a network of agen-
cies. If we can’t find them fund-
ing, we’ll find someone else who
can help,” she said.

Harney SWCD is located at
530 Highway 20 in Hines. For
more information, call Suter at
573-5010.

Soil and Water Conservation 
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Boys & Girls Club of Harney County
Every day after school, kids

from across our community
have a safe place to go and
grow — the Boys & Girls Club
of Harney County. 

Known as “The Positive
Place for Kids,” the club pro-
vides guidance-oriented char-
acter development programs
on a daily basis for children 6
to 18 years old, conducted by a
full and part time professional
staff. Key Boys & Girls Club
programs emphasize leader-
ship development, education
and career exploration, finan-
cial literacy, health and life
skills, the arts, sports, fitness
and recreation and family out-
reach. 

March 25-31 was designated
as National Boys & Girls Club
Week. Every year at that time,
the nation celebrates this or-
ganization, which has steadily
and methodically saved lives
and changed futures of young
people for more than 100
years. Last year the State of
Oregon also recognized the
benefit of the Boys & Girls

Clubs with a proclamation
from Governor Ted Kulongoski
naming March 25-31 as Na-
tional Boys and Girls Club
Week.  

There are 13 Boys & Girls
Club Organizations in Oregon
in Albany, Bend, Burns, Coos
Bay, Corvallis, Eugene, Flo-
rence, Grants Pass, Hillsboro,
LaPine, Lebanon, Madras,
Portland, Prineville, Redmond,
Roseburg, Salem, Sweet Home,
Terrebone and Warm Springs.
These clubs provide services to
more than 71,000 young people
annually. Using a tried-and-
true method of attracting kids
with fun, wholesome activities,
then involving them in a wide
array of education, cultural
and character-building pro-
grams, clubs have helped mil-
lions of kids overcome barriers,
dream of a brighter future and
grow into responsible, produc-
tive citizens.  

The Harney County Boys &
Girls Club is located at 267 S.
Egan in Burns. For more infor-
mation, call 573-7036.
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If you look up the word “an-
tique” in the dictionary you’ll
come up with definitions such as: 

1. of ancient times; old
2. out-of-date; old-fashioned
3. a piece of furniture, silverware,
etc. made in a former period, gener-
ally more than 100 years ago.

Certain people who are in the
know can make money  finding
antique diamonds-in-the-rough
and selling them at auction for
three times what they paid for
them at a yard sale. 

The Public Broadcasting Ser-
vice’s “Antiques Roadshow” shows
how everyday people unwittingly
find in their attics or basements
antique pieces that are worth
thousands of dollars if sold to the
right collector. 

Here in Harney County there
are places where those who have a
hankering  for antiques can go to
buy or sell items.

Ft. Harney Trading Co. Used &
Antiques, owned by Denny Pres-
ley, is one such place. The shop, lo-
cated at 232 Hines Blvd., shares
space with Judy’s Custom Fram-

ing (Judy is Denny’s wife) and is
crammed full of things. As Presley
can tell you, each item has its own
story.

From antique kitchen wares
such as butter churns, wooden
spoons and coffee grinders to
clocks, original paintings and
record players, there is a lot to see
at Ft. Harney Trading Co. “You
have to have a variety in this town
to survive,” Presley said. “Differ-
ent things sell.” Certain items will
go like hotcakes. “I can’t keep wag-
on and buggy wheels right now,”
he said.

Presley sells antiques online
through eBay as well. “If you get
something that is rare, you’re not
going to sell it here,” he said.
Which is why he has taken to sell-
ing items online via auction on
eBay. It gives collectors from all
over the world a chance to see
what you have to offer. 

However, Presley said, you nev-
er know who will walk through
the door at the Ft. Harney Trad-
ing Co.

One time he acquired a Home
Comfort stove from a museum in

Mitchell. The stove was from the
year  1886 and was in great condi-
tion. One day, a couple of big cow-
boys came in. They offered him
$3,000 for it. Presley accepted the
offer, and the two cowboys wrote
him a check with the Parker
Ranch logo on it. Now, the Parker

Ranch is one of the oldest ranches
in the United States. However, it’s
also located in Hawaii. 

Presley said the two cowboys
ended up packing the stove and
shipping it to the big island.

While Presley does get quite a
bit of foot traffic from locals, an-
tique dealers from other towns
will often stop by his store to
browse. “If a dealer walks in here
and doesn’t buy anything, I feel
good,” he said. “If they come in
here and buy a bunch of things, I
know I’ve priced them too low.”

Even so, it’s clear Presley en-
joys what he does. He’s been told
that if he had this shop down in
California he  would be sold out in
three days. In Harney County, the
market is a little more unpre-
dictable. Ft. Harney is literally
overflowing with items. Presley
said he has a garage and carport
also packed full of antiques. “You
have to be versatile,” he said. “I
have lots of stuff. It’s easy to get it.
It’s not so easy to get rid of it.”

Ft. Harney Trading Co. Used &
Antiques is open 10 a.m. to 6 or 7
p.m. Monday through Saturday.

Ft. Harney Trading Co.
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Harney County Facts:

• Largest county in
Oregon.

• Ninth largest county in
the United States.

• 10,000 square miles of
open country.

• Steens Mt. elevation is
9,733 feet.

• Became a county in
1889.

• County population
7,600.

Map of Harney County
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GEOLOGIC & NATURAL FEATURES
1) Harney, 2) Mud and 3) Malheur Lakes
4) Crystal Crane Hot Springs
5) Diamond Craters (BLM)
6) Borax Lake/Hot Springs
7) Alvord Lake
8) Alvord Desert
9) Wright’s Point - scenic viewpoint
10) Catlow Valley/Catlow Rim - scenic viewpoint
11) Rockhounding - Agate
12) Rockhounding - petrified wood, Jasper
13) Rockhounding - leaf prints
14) Steens Mountain - viewpoints (BLM): Kiger Gorge, East  Rim, Wild Horse Lake,
Blitzen Gorge, Indian Gorge, Little Indian Gorge
15) Pine Creek Road - rocks, leaf prints

HISTORIC
16) Narrows - 1892
17) Peter French Round Barn
18) Diamond - 1874
19) Frenchglen Hotel
20) P Ranch
21) Blitzen - 1915
22) Andrews - 1890
23) Sunset Valley - Oldest Cemetery, 1866
24) Fields - 1913
25) Lawen - 1891
26) USFS, Ochoco Forest - Baby’s Grave
27) Hwy 20 - Riley, 1885
28) Hwy 395 - Wagontire, 1919
29) Hwy 20 SE - Drewsey, 1883
30) Allison Guard Station - first USFS Ranger Station in Harney County
31) Riddle Brothers Ranch (BLM)
31a) Hotel Diamond

RECREATION
32) Pine Springs Basin Fire Interpretive Overlook (USFS)
33) Wild Horse Corrals (BLM)
34) Kiger Mustang Viewing Area (BLM)

BACKCOUNTRY BYWAYS
35) Steens Mountain (BLM)
36) Diamond Loop (BLM)

CAMPING & PICNICKING
37) Page Springs Campground (BLM)
38) Fish Lake Campground (BLM)
39) Jackman Park Campground (BLM)
40) Mann Lake (BLM)
41) Call Meadows Snow Shelter (USFS)
42) Idlewild Campground (USFS)
43) Yellow Jacket Lake (USFS)
44) Falls Creek Campground (USFS)
45) Emigrant Campground (USFS)
46) Delintment Lake Campground (USFS)
47) Allison Guard Station (USFS) - rental facility
48) Donnely Camp (USFS)
49) Chickahominy Reservoir (BLM)
50) South Steens Campground (BLM) - equestrian sites

51) Joaquin Miller Campground

FISHING
52) Krumbo Reservoir (MNWR)
53) Fish Lake, Steens Mountain (BLM)
54) Wild Horse Lake (BLM) - native cutthroat trout
55) Mann Lake (BLM) - great fly fishing
56) Yellow Jacket Lake (USFS)
57) Delintment Lake (USFS)
58) Chickahominy Reservoir (BLM)
59) Emigrant Creek (USFS)
60) Malheur River (USFS)
61) Moon Reservoir (BLM)
62) Warm Springs Reservoir (BLM)

FIRE LOOKOUTS
63) Calamity Lookout (USFS)
64) Sugar Loaf Lookout (USFS)
65) Bald Butte Lookout (USFS)
66) Dry Mountain (USFS)
67) Snow Mountain (USFS)
68) King Mountain (USFS)
69) West Myrtle Lookout (USFS)

HIKING
70) Steens Mountain (BLM)
71) Idlewild Campground (USFS)
72) Sage Hen Nature Trail (BLM) - Hwy 20 West
73) Myrtle Creek Trail (USFS)
74) Craft Cabin (Pine Creek) Trail (USFS)
75) Malheur River Trail (USFS)
76) Delintment Creek Trail (USFS)
77) Pine Springs Fire Overlook Trail (USFS)

WINTER SPORTS
78) Steens - snowmobiling and cross-country skiing by permit only (BLM)
79) Idlewild Snow Park - snowmobiling and cross-country skiing; parking permit re-
quired (USFS)

WILDLIFE
80) Malheur Wildlife Refuge
81) Patrol Road - through refuge
83) Steens Mountain - deer, elk, Big Horn sheep, raptors
84) Mann Lake - birding
85) Ochoco National Forest
86) Malheur National Forest
87) Wild Horse Corrals

Points of Interest in Harney County

Distances are far in the high desert areas of southeastern Oregon. Gas is available at
Burns, Hines, Crane, Fields, Burns Junction, Riley, Diamond, Buchanan, Christmas Valley,
Jordan Valley, McDermitt, Denio and Winnemucca.

Diesel is available at Denio, Fields, Riley, Diamond, Buchanan, Burns and Hines.
Sometimes the smaller stations in remote areas can be out of gas. Others are not open all

year round.
It is smart to look ahead when traveling in Southeastern Oregon and keep the gas tank

full. 
It’s always smart to carry a supply of water too, when traveling these remote areas.

Be sure to fill up with gas or diesel
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Malheur National Forest
The 1.7 million acre Malheur

National Forest is located in the
Blue Mountains of Eastern Ore-
gon. The diverse and beautiful
scenery of the forest includes
high desert grasslands, sage, ju-
niper, ponderosa pine, fir and
other tree species, and the hid-
den gems of alpine lakes and
meadows. Elevations vary from
about 4,000 feet (1,200 meters)
to the 9,038 foot (2,754 meters)
top of Strawberry Mountain.
The Strawberry Mountain range
extends east to west through the
center of the Forest.

Winter weather begins in Oc-
tober and generally lasts
through May. At higher eleva-
tions, snow pack varies from four
to eight feet deep.  Snowmobil-
ing, cross-country skiing, ice fish-
ing and sledding are all popular
winter activities. Roads and
trails begin to open up by June.
Campers enjoy both developed
campgrounds and traditional
primitive campsites. Hikers and
horseback riders have more than
250 miles of trail to enjoy.  

Emigrant Creek Ranger Dis-

trict has two lakes for fishing, six
fee campgrounds (one is a horse
camp) eight hiking trails and
four lookout towers that are open
during the summer months for
your enjoyment.

What ever kind of scenery ap-
peals to you the Emigrant Creek
Ranger District has something
that will allow you to leave here
with a great photograph, fond
memory and a desire to return. 

For more information please

visit the Emigrant Creek Ranger
District office, 265 Hwy 20
South, Hines, OR 97738, Call
541-573-4300 or go to:

www.fs.fed.us/r6/malheur
•••

Delintment Lake 
and Campground

Delintment Lake is located 45
miles northwest of Hines in the
Ochoco National Forest. Travel
12 miles on County Road 127 to
Forest Road 41 turn left, travel

29 miles to junction, where For-
est Road 41 turns to the left,
then travel five more miles to the
Lake and another mile to Camp-
ground entrance, turn right. The
campground has 29 sites, vault
toilets, garbage facilities, drink-
ing water and a picnic area by
the Lake. Delintment Lake has a
fishing dock and an undeveloped
and shallow boat ramp, speed
limit on the lake is 5 m.p.h. The
lake is 62 acres and 18-feet deep.
Elevation is 5,600 feet.

•••
Falls Campground

Falls Campground is located
35 miles northwest of Hines on a
bend of the beautiful Emigrant
Creek. Travel 23 miles northwest
of Hines on County Road 127,
turn left on Forest Road 43 for
eight miles to Forest Road 4300-
050, there is a sign posted, turn
left follow the road into camp-
ground. The campground has six
sites, drinking water, vault toilet,
garbage facility and a picnic
area. Elevation is 5,000 feet.

Continued on page 52



PAGE 52 DESTINATION HARNEY COUNTY 2008 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 2008

Malheur National Forest
Emigrant Creek 

Campground
Emigrant Creek Campground

is located 37 miles northwest of
Hines on the banks of Emigrant
Creek.
Travel 23 miles northwest of

Hines on County Road 127, turn
left on Forest Road 43 for 10
miles, turn left at the camp-
ground sign, go a little ways and
turn left into campground. The
campground has seven sites,
vault toilet, garbage facility, pic-
nic area and NO DRINKING
WATER .

Elevation is 5,100 feet.
•••

Yellowjacket Campground
Yellowjacket Campground is

located 35 miles northwest of
Hines over looking Yellowjacket
Lake.
Travel 24 miles on County Road
127, this road turns into Forest
Road 47, travel another eight
miles turn east (right) on Forest
Road 37, travel three miles, turn
right to lake and campground.
The campground has 20 sites,

vault toilets, garbage facility
and drinking water. Yellowjack-
et Lake has an undeveloped and
shallow boat ramp, speed limit
on the lake is 5 m.p.h.  The lake
is 35 acres and 15- feet deep. El-
evation is 4,800 feet.

•••
Joaquin Miller Horse Camp

Joaquin Miller Horse Camp is
located 20 miles north of Burns
on Hwy 395 at mile marker
51.2. The campground has 12
sites, four corrals, two hitching

rails, six pit toilets, garbage fa-
cility and drinking water.

Elevation is 5,600 feet.
•••

Idlewild Campground
Idlewild Campground is lo-

cated 17 miles north of Burns on
Hwy 395 at mile marker 53.3.
The campground has 25 sites,
three picnic sites, three hiking
trails, vault toilets, garbage fa-
cilities, drinking water, memori-
al garden and a pavilion which
is on the reservation system. El-

evation is 5,300  feet.  
www.reserveusa.com

Trails
Devine Summit Trail is two

miles in length and makes a circle
out of the campground and con-
nects to the Microwave trail one-
half mile east of the campground.
The trail head is behind camp sites
23 and 25. Trail rated at “easiest”
for hiking, mountain biking and
cross country skiing. Devine Sum-
mit Trail first half is an interpre-
tive trail with brochures at the
camp host site and trail head box.  

•
Microwave Trail is 2.5 miles

one-way to the microwave site for
hiking, horseback riding and
mountain biking. The trail starts
at the east end of the campground
(back side) at the cattle guard. 

•
Idlewild Loop Trail circles the

camp ground, the length is .8 mile
for hiking and mountain biking.
Idlewild area serves as a Snow
Park (fee area) in the winter, No-
vember throught April.  Trail rated
“easiest.”

Continued on page 53

Continued from page 51
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Malheur National Forest
Forest Service Trails

Emigrant Creek Ranger Dis-
trict has several established
hiking, horseback riding and
mountain biking trails. More
detailed information and maps
are available at the District Of-
fice, 265 Hwy 20 South, Hines,
OR. Phone 541-573-4300.

•
Myrtle Creek Trail is 7.9

miles of trail for hiking, horse-
back riding and mountain bik-
ing. Expect to see signs of elk,
deer and diverse species of
birds.  Trail is rated at “more
difficult” with an Elevation of
4,800-5,404 feet.

•
Malheur River Trail is 7.6

miles of trail for hiking and
horseback riding. This scenic
trail offers good fishing and al-
lows the user access to a semi-
primitive setting at an eleva-
tion of 4,400-4,620 feet. Trail is
rated at “more difficult.”

•
West Myrtle Creek Trail is

1.9 miles of trail for hiking and
horseback riding that descends
into Myrtle Creek drainage and
joins Myrtle Creek Trail. The
advantage of this trail is that it
leads hikers to a high vantage
point with good views.  Trail is
rated at “more difficult” with an

Elevation of 5,000 -5,600 feet. 
•

Craft Cabin Trail is 8 miles
of trail for hiking, horseback
riding and mountain biking.
This trail follows along Pine
Creek for a distance of six
miles through steep canyon ter-

rain. There is good fishing and
wildlife viewing along the way.
Trail rated “more difficult” with
an Elevation of 4,250-4,400
feet.

•
Delintment Creek Trail is lo-

cated across Forest Road 41
from the fishing dock area. This
trail is 3.2 miles with a loop at
the bottom end. The trail is for
hiking only and rated at “more
difficult” with an elevation of
5,600 feet.          

•
Pine Spring Fire Overlook

Trail is a one-quarter mile trail
for hiking. This trail provides
interpretive signs and the op-
portunity to see recovery
process from the 1990 fire. Trail
rated “more difficult” with an
elevation of 5,100.

Note: Due to the extreme for-
est fires during the summer of
2007, access is limited to many
Forest Service trails and sites.
Call the Emigrant Creek
Ranger Station before begin-
ning any outing — 541-573-
4300.

Continued from page 52



PAGE 54 DESTINATION HARNEY COUNTY 2008 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 2008

If you ever feel the need to
“shake your wiggles out,” head
down to the Harney County Li-
brary’s weekly Storytime session
led by Children Services Director
Suzanne Marchment. 

About 15 youngsters, all under
the age of 4, gathered on a
Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. to lis-
ten to stories, sing songs, social-
ize with each other and make
snowflake ornaments. 

“My goal is to help kids learn
that reading is fun,” Marchment
said. “I think of my programs as
one big pep rally for books.”

Marchment begins the 1/2
hour Storytime by asking the
children to stand and “shake
their wiggles out,” which is some-
thing popularized by the chil-
dren’s singing group The Wig-
gles. She then makes certain Sto-
rytime is an interactive experi-
ence for the kids, inviting them
to sing along and provide sound
effects. After the reading session,
she plans a craft. This time, the
kids and their caregivers made
snowflake ornaments to take
home. Other crafts Marchment

has done for Storytime include
turkeys made out of crackers and
Cheeze Whiz, spider cookies and
painting projects.

Marchment has led storytime
for six years and has had as

many as 70 kids show up. During
the winter, the attendance drops
off a little bit, but Marchment be-
lieves Storytime is a great oppor-
tunity for both parents and kids
to get out of the house and so-

cialize. She said parents often
form playgroups that meet after
Storytime.

In addition to leading Story-
time, Marchment also hosts
reading groups for elementary
and middle school youths. The
Slater Super Reading Club
meets Tuesdays and average at-
tendance is 45 kids. The middle
school group meets at 10 a.m.
Fridays at the library. With the
older children, she reads the first
chapter of seven books and then
lets the kids choose which story
they want to finish. She has also
read a book that had been made
into movie. After finishing the
book, she threw a party where
the kids got to watch the story on
DVD. 

“I feel very fortunate that I get
paid to do this,” Marchment said.
The children who attend Story-
time respond enthusiastically to
her animated singing and story-
telling. “I have the best seat in
the house,” she said of her place
at the head of the Storytime cir-
cle. “They’re goofy and smiling
and having fun.”

Storytime at the library




