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Church Directory Page 10
Holy Family Catholic Church
Faith Baptist Church
Bible Baptist Church
Harney Co. Church of the Nazarene
St. Andrew’s Episcopal
Burns Church of Christ
West Bank Christian Fellowship
Burns Four Square Church
Seventh Day Adventist
Burns Christian Church
Hillcrest Church of Christ
Pioneer Presbyterian
Burns Christian Church, 5

Restaurants
Fast Eddie’s Grill, 61
Meat Hook, 62
The Narrows, 63
Figaro’s Pizza, 63
McDonald’s, 65
Goodies Galore, 66
Fields Station & General Store, 66
Smoking Pit BBQ and Catering, 67
Ye Olde Castle, 67
RJ’s Restaurant, 68
Apple Peddler, 69
Broadway Deli, 70
Riley Store & Archery, 70

Joe Mama’s Espresso, 71
Treat Yourself Espresso, 71
Erickson’s Thriftway, 72
Subway, 73
Hines Market, 73
Old Camp Casino, 96

Bed & Breakfast, Hotels, Motels
Steens Country Cabin, 31
Crystal Crane Hot Springs, 34
Lone Pine Guest Ranch, 70
Alvord Inn, 76
Horseshoe Inn, 76
Silver Spur Motel, 77
Blue Bucket Inn, 79
Steens Mountain Resort, 79
Frenchglen Hotel, 79
Day’s Inn, 80
Hotel Diamond, 80
Horton House, 81
Rory & Ryan Inn, 81
Knotty Pine Motel, 81
Best Inn, 81

Medical
Harney District Hospital, 86
Central Oregon Hearing, 87
High Desert Medical, 88
Family Eyecare, 88 

Air Life, 89
Harney Behavioral Health, 90
Harney Co. Health Dept., 90
Harney Co. Home Health, 91
Harney Co. Hospice, 91
HDH Physical Therapy, 92
Nurse Practioner Clinic, 92
Dr. Robert Krauel, 93
Balloon Express, 93
Great Basin Chiropractic, 93
Burns Dental Group,93
The Aspens Assisted Living Center, 94

City  Government
Harney Co. Library Foundation, 39
Harney Co. Economic Devel., 45
City of Burns, 46
Hines Volunteer Fire Dept., 46
Burns Volunteer Fire Dept., 46
City of Hines, 46

Auto Transportation - Gas
Oard’s, 3
Les Schwab Tire Center, 13
Burns Ford, 38
Eastern Oregon Power Sports, 38
Teague Motor Co., 39
Bennett Muffler, 39
Ed Staub & Sons Petroleum, 39
Hines Chevron Food Mart, 40
Swarthout Shell Auto Care, 40
Yekel’s Repair, 41
Palmer Excavation Inc., 41
Sam’s Service, 42
Robbin’s Equipment, 43
Ebar Oil Co., 43
Ag & Auto, 82
A Parts Store, 95

Services - Misc.
Harney Co. Chamber, 11
Harney Co. Senior Center, 15
Payroll Services, 29
Round Barn Visitor Center, 29
Oster Professional Group, 31
Boys & Girls Club, 31
Harney County Fair, 32
EOU, TVCC Outreach, 33
OTEC, 33
High Desert Fiddlers, 77
Malheur Field Station, 79
Burns Times-Herald, 83
4R Recycling, 94
KZZR/KQHC, 94

Business Merchants
TopLoc, 6
Steens Mountain Archery, 6
Lee’s Custom Cutting, 6
Shepherd Graphics, 16

Smith Heating, 16
Gourmet & Gadgets, 17
Ruthie’s Jewelry, 17
Country Lane Quilts, 18
Harney Rock & Paving, 18
Body Wise Sports Center, 19
Gardner Enterprises, 19
Williams Aircraft Painting & 

Auto Body, 20
Western Drilling, 20
Harney Co. Vet Clinic, 20
Harney Pump & Irrigation, 21
Harney County Cellular, 24
Hollingsworth, 25
Big R, 26
Jiffy Wash, 26
Wagner’s Furniture, 27
The Book Parlor, 27
Scrapbook Heaven, 27
Desert Historic Theatre, 27
ACD Rare Books, 27
Designs By Linda, 28
Tumbleweed  Floral & Paper Co., 31
Monaco Coach Corp., 35
All Stars Video, 44
JC’s Best Buys, 44
Soft Tail Development, 50
Clearwater Pump & Irrig, 54 
Eastern Oregon Equipment Sales,  58
ACW Rental, 58
Burns Electric, 59
Don’s Windows, Doors & More, 59
Riley Store & Archery, 70
Trent’s Floors To Go, 85
Grandma’s Cedar Chest, 85
Alan’s Repair, 93
Video Village, 94

Attorney, Realtors, Insurance, Title
Companies, Banks

Greater Ore. Federal Credit 
Union, 2

C.E.O. Insurance Services, 20
Bank of Eastern Oregon, 51
US Bank, 52
Town & Country Insurance, 52
Jett Blackburn Real Estate, Inc., 53
State Farm Insurance, 53
Denise Christensen Real Estate, 55
AmeriTitle, 55
Yturri, Rose LLP, Attorneys 55
Steen Mountain Insurance, 55
COUNTRY Ins. & Financial 

Services, 56
Northwest Farm Credit Services 56
United Country/Clemens Real 

Estate, 57
F.H. Garland Real Estate, 57
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2008
April

April 4-6 — John Scharff Mi-
gratory Bird Festival.

April 13 — Oregon Old Time
Fiddlers, District 9, holds a potluck
and jam session the second Sun-
day of each month at the Harney
County Senior Center, 17 S. Alder,
at 1 p.m. with music from 2-4 p.m.

April 19 —Diamonds In A
Glass, Boys & Girls Club
Fundraiser.

April 19 — Trail of Hope 5K
Run/Walk, Burns High School
Track.

May
May 10 — Opie Arena Rodeo at

9 a.m. Contact Dawna Sue Ny-
man, 541-493-2369, or Kerry Opie,
541-493-2136.

May 11 — Oregon Old Time
Fiddlers, District 9, holds a potluck
and jam session the second Sun-
day of each month at the Harney
County Senior Center, 17 S. Alder,
at 1 p.m. with music from 2-4 p.m.

May 13-19 — National Wild-
flower Week celebrated the third
week in May. Harney County is
known for its wide variety of wild-
flowers.

May 17 — Rise & Shine annu-
al community cleanup.

May 23 — Crane Union High
School last day of school. Class of
2007 graduation ceremonies will
be held May 25 at 6 p.m.

June
June 6 — The Burns High

School class of 2007 graduates at
BHS at 7 p.m.

June 7 — Fly-In Breakfast,

Burns Airport from 7-11:30 a.m.
Airplane rides, display aircraft
and motorcycle show. For more in-
formation, call Dave Tindle, 541-
573-1286, or Jim Watts, 541-573-
6482.

June 7 — Bike Rodeo at Burns
High School parking lot, 10 a.m.-2
p.m.

June 7 — Pioneer Day, Harney
County Senior and Community

Services Center at 17 South Alder
in Burns at 9 a.m. Potluck at noon,
program to follow. For more infor-
mation, contact chamber of com-
merce, 541-573-2636, or the senior
and community services center,
541-573-6024.

June 8 — Oregon Old Time
Fiddlers, District 9, holds a potluck
and jam session the second Sun-
day of each month at the Harney

County Senior Center, 17 S. Alder,
at 1 p.m. with music from 2-4 p.m.

June 11 — The last day of
school for Harney County School
District #3 students (Burns-Hines
area schools).

June 13-15 — Obsidian Days,
Hines City Park. Rock and gem ex-
hibition and sales. For more infor-
mation, contact Hines City Hall,
541-573-2251.

June 13-15 — Country Music
Jamboree. Old Time Fiddlers and
music buffs jam session competi-
tion. Sponsored by High Desert
Fiddlers. May have an art show
and workshops. For more informa-
tion, contact Janet Braymen, 573-
1323.

June 15 — Highland Games &
Scottish Gathering at the fair-
grounds.

June 20-22 — Bell-A National
Cutting Horse Association Cele-
bration, Bell-A Ranch, beginning
at 8 a.m. each day. No charge to
spectators. Western-style barbecue
planned for Saturday at 6 p.m.
Buckaroo Breakfast each morning
at 7 a.m. For more information,
contact Dean or Norene Shelman,
541-573-2201.

June 21 — Basque Festival,
Hines City Park at 11 a.m. Basque
food booth, dancing, weight lifting,
tug-of-war, other games and enter-
tainment. For more information,
contact Maria Iturriaga, 541-573-
6641.

June 28 — Annual Harney
District Hospital 5K Run and
Walk. Post-event party at Hines
City Park. Contact HDH Physical
and Sports Therapy, 541-573-1543.
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July
July 4 — Harney County fire-

works show at dusk.
July 10-12 — 5th annual

Quilt Show Exhibition, Country
Lane Quilts on Broadway in
Burns.

July 11-13 — Hines Junket
yard sale and flea market.

July 12 — Harney County
Ranch Rodeo, Harney County
Fairgrounds. Team branding,
dally calf roping, penning, saddle
bronc, stock horse, wild-cow
milking, evening activities, bar-
becue and dance. For more infor-
mation, contact Dean White, 541-
573-1852 evenings.

July 13 — Oregon Old Time
Fiddlers, District 9, holds a potluck
and jam session the second Sunday
of each month at the Harney Coun-
ty Senior Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1
p.m. with music from 2-4 p.m.

July 25 — Ted Robinson
cowhorse clinic at 8 a.m. at the
Bell-A Ranch.

July 26 — Stockhorse Show,
Bell-A Ranch. Amateur and Pro di-
visions.  Starts at 9 a.m.

July 27 — Shelman Family
Working Ranch and Performance
Horses Production Sale, Bell-A
Ranch at 12:30 p.m. Preview at 8
a.m. Lunch available. For more in-
formation, call 541-573-2201.

August
Aug. 2 — 25th annual Chris

Miller Memorial Steens Mountain
Rim Run, east rim of Steens
Mountain at 9:30 a.m. For more in-
formation, call the chamber of

commerce, 541-573-2636.
Aug. 2 — Frenchglen Jam-

boree, Frenchglen. Kids events,
lunch by Catlow Valley 4-H Club,
team branding and doctoring, live
music. 

Aug. 10 — Oregon Old Time
Fiddlers, District 9, holds a potluck
and jam session the second Sunday
of each month at the Harney Coun-
ty Senior Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1
p.m. with music from 2-4 p.m.

Aug. 15-17 — Desert Dash Ral-

ly in Hines City Park.
Aug. 23 — Demolition Derby,

Harney County Fairgrounds at 6
p.m. Contact Brady Ellis, 541-573-
6014.

Aug. 23 — Gathering of Artists,
Designs by Linda Art Studio.

Aug. 30-31 — Jo and Julio
Urizar Golf Tournament.

September
Sept. 1 —Wart Smyth Memo-

rial Golf Tournament.
Sept. 2-7 — 84th Harney Coun-

ty Fair, Rodeo and Race Meet, Har-
ney County Fairgrounds. Theme is
Stirrup Some Fun! Contact Don
Slone, 541-573-6447.

Sept. 14 — Oregon Old Time
Fiddlers, District 9, holds a potluck
and jam session the second Sunday
of each month at the Harney Coun-
ty Senior Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1
p.m. with music from 2-4 p.m.

Sept. 15 — Steens Mountain
Men Yellowjacket Rendezvous, Yel-
lowjacket Lake. Contact Andy or
Vena Dunbar at 493-2595.
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October
Oct. 12 — Oregon Old Time

Fiddlers, District 9, holds a
potluck and jam session the
second Sunday of each month
at the Harney County Senior
Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1 p.m.
with music from 2-4 p.m.

Oct. 11-12 — Burns Paiute
Reservation Powwow, Burns
High School.

Oct. 18 — Harney Hospital
Foundation Festival of Western
Life.

Oct. 31 — Halloween Street
Parade beginning around dusk
on Broadway. Local businesses
hand out candy to trick-or-
treaters.

November
Nov. 3 — Pioneer Presbyteri-

an Church Harvest Festival

and Bazaar.
Nov. 5 — American Legion

Veteran’s Day Dinner, Burns
Elks Lodge #1680, 118 N.
Broadway. Contact Charlie
Schmit, 541-573-7501.

Nov. 9 — Oregon Old Time
Fiddlers, District 9, holds a
potluck and jam session the
second Sunday of each month
at the Harney County Senior
Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1 p.m.
with music from 2-4 p.m.

Nov. 15 — Harney County
Hospice Wine and Food Festi-
val, Burns Elks Lodge at 118
North Broadway in Burns from
6-9 p.m. A major fund raiser for
Hospice; proceeds stay in Har-
ney County and used for area
residents. Contact Cheryl
Keniston, 541-573-8360.

December
Dec. 14 — Oregon Old Time

Fiddlers, District 9, holds a
potluck and jam session the
second Sunday of each month
at the Harney County Senior
Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1 p.m.
with music from 2-4 p.m.

2009
January

Jan. 11 — Oregon Old Time
Fiddlers, District 9, holds a
potluck and jam session the
second Sunday of each month
at the Harney County Senior
Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1 p.m.
with music from 2-4 p.m.

February
Feb. 8 — Oregon Old Time

Fiddlers, District 9, holds a
potluck and jam session the
second Sunday of each month

at the Harney County Senior
Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1 p.m.
with music from 2-4 p.m.

March
March 8 — Oregon Old Time

Fiddlers, District 9, holds a
potluck and jam session the
second Sunday of each month
at the Harney County Senior
Center, 17 S. Alder, at 1 p.m.
with music from 2-4 p.m.

March 17 — St. Patrick’s
Day Dinner at the Elks Lodge,
118 North Broadway.

March 23-27 — The Glass
Butte Knap-in is traditionally
held during spring break at
Glass Butte on Hwy. 20 be-
tween Burns and Bend. It is an
informal get-together for any-
one interested in knapping,
aboriginal skills and other as-
pects of primitive technology.
Annual event since 1986.
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Relocation & Demographic Information
Moving to Harney County? 
Here’s how to get connected
If you are new to the area, you
will need to establish basic
services for your home or busi-
ness.

ELECTRIC
Oregon Trail Electric
Consumers Cooperative, 567
W. Pierce Burns, 573-2666.

Harney Electric Cooperative,
1326 Hines Blvd. Burns, 
573-2061.

GAS
Ed Staub & Sons Propane
and Home Heating Oil, 429
Crane Blvd. Burns, 573-2622.

HOME HEATING OIL
Ebar Oil Co., 604 N. Hwy. 20
Hines, 573-2976.

Ed Staub & Sons Propane
and Home Heating Oil, 429
Crane Blvd. Burns, 573-2622.

WATER
City of Burns - Water Dept.,
242 S. Broadway Burns, 
573-5255.

City of Hines - 101 E. Barnes
Hines, 573-2251.

TELEPHONE
CenturyTel, Residential
Installation, 1-800-201-4099,
Business Installation, 
1-800-201-4102.

CABLE TV
Charter Communications - 
1-866-731-5420.

SATELLITE TV
DIRECTV - 1-800-803-2385.

WASTE & RECYCLING
C & B Sanitary Service, 53206
W. Monroe Burns, 573-6441.

4R Recycling Center,
Hotchkiss and Lottery Lanes,
573-7720.

DRIVER’S LICENSING
DMV - 252 S. Date Burns,
573-6019.

HARNEY COUNTY 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
76 E. Washington Burns, 573-
2636.

NEWSPAPER
Burns Times-Herald, 355 N.
Broadway Burns, 573-2022.

RADIO STATIONS
KQHC FM 92.7, S. Egan Rd.
Burns, 573-2055.
KZZR AM 1230, S. Egan Rd.
Burns, 573-2055.

HARNEY COUNTY LIBRARY
80 West D Burns, 
573-6670.

HARNEY COUNTY OFFICES
450 N. Buena Vista Burns.
Assessor, 573-2246.
Corrections, 573-2933.
Clerk, 573-6641.
County Court, 573-6356.
District Attorney, 573-8300.
ESD Supt. Office, 573-2426.
Extension Service, 573-2506.
Behavioral Health, 573-7632.
ESD Region 17, 573-2122.
Sheriff Co. Jail, 573-6156.
Treasurer, 573-6541.
Planning Dept., 573-6655.

Total population 7,609

County wide statistics
SEX AND AGE
Male
3,858 50.7
Female
3,751 49.3
Median age (years)

39.8

Major Harney County Employers
in 2003jor Employers 2003
Name Employees
Monaco Motor 
Coach 145

School District 170

Hospital 81

Safeway 60

Government 200+

Population 16 years and over
5,903 
In labor force
3,765 63.8

OCCUPATION
Management, professional, 
and related occupations
1,111

Service occupations
556

Sales and office 
occupations
645

Farming, fishing, 
and forestry occupations
249

Construction, extraction, 
and maintenance occupations
296

Production, transportation, 
and material moving
occupations
555

INCOME IN 1999
Households
3,043
Less than $10,000
333
$10,000 to $14,999
271
$15,000 to $24,999
548
$25,000 to $34,999
559
$35,000 to $49,999
503
$50,000 to $74,999
443
$75,000 to $99,999
234
$100,000 to $149,999
98
$150,000 to $199,999
28
$200,000 or more
26
Median household income
$30,957

Total Families
2,103
Less than $10,000
133
$10,000 to $14,999
114
$15,000 to $24,999
299
$25,000 to $34,999
448
$35,000 to $49,999
398
$50,000 to $74,999
344
$75,000 to $99,999
229
$100,000 to $149,999
84
$150,000 to $199,999
28
$200,000 or more
26

Median family income 
$36,917

Per capita income 
$16,159

Harney County 2000
Census Information
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Lauren Brown
Burns Times-Herald

If the newspaper could talk,
what would it say? After docu-
menting over 120 years of the
goings-on in Harney County, it
might say, “We’ve come a long
way, baby.”

Having diligently covered
county events for so many years,
the newspaper itself made the
news. In 2006, for the first time
in many years, the Burns Times-
Herald became a locally-owned
paper. Five staff members decid-
ed to pool their money to buy the
newspaper. 

In 2002, Scott Olson of
Creswell bought the paper from
Western Communications, a cor-
poration, which owned it from
1976 to 2002. Olson then sold
the paper to David and Judy
Thouvenel of Sun Valley, Idaho,
in November 2005. 

The paper’s staff got together
and decided it was high time to
take control. Who better to buy
the business than the very peo-
ple who care so much about its
local content? Together Manag-
er Sue Pedersen, Editor Debbie
Raney, Ad Seller Donna Clark,
Bookkeeper Linda Baker and
Reporter Randy Parks formed
the LLC Survival Media and
bought out the Thouvenels on
April 1, 2006. The group re-
cieved a grant from Southeast
Regional Alliance to help make
the initial investment. 

Not only is the staff takeover
noteworthy in that it finally of-
fers county residents a locally-
owned product, but it is the first
staff buyout of a newspaper in
the state of Oregon.

The paper’s staff was excited
to take the reins. They are com-
mitted to offering residents a
newspaper filled with local hap-
penings and continue to “cover
Harney County like the Sage-
brush,” just as the paper’s motto
states.

And now for a little history. In
1937, the paper celebrated its
50th anniversary. Here are ex-
cerpts from the 1937 newspaper
on the paper’s founding father,
or in this case, founding mother:

From the November 23, 1937,
issue of the Burns Times-Herald

It reads Volume L.I. No. 1. In
the opposite ends of the date
line at the head of this page to-

day as the Times-Herald begins
a new year and a new half cen-
tury.

The Times-Herald was found-
ed as the East Oregonian Her-
ald on November 23, 1887, fifty
years ago, when Burns was a
scattered village of pineboard
shacks, yet already noted as one
of the outstanding cowland cap-
itals of the old west. Burns was
then three years away from the
day when George McGowan, at
his first Burns store, chose the
name of the Scotch bard for the
new Oregon post office.

The Herald became the
Times-Herald in 1900 when the
times, originally started at Har-
ney, was consolidated with the
older Burns paper. 

Guiding the Herald in its ear-
ly years in the 1880s and 1890s
were two of the west’s newspa-
per pioneers, Nellie R. Grace
and W.C. Byrd.

FOUNDED TWO 
PAPERS

Nellie R. Grace, who founded
the Herald and News, now con-
solidated and published as the
Burns Times-Herald, devoted
her entire life to newspaper and
literacy work. Now in her 93rd
year, she continued to carry on
until recently when she suffered
a stroke and was taken from her
home at Cove to a hospital in La
Grande. Last June, when this
writer visited her in her home,
Mrs. Grace was found to be alert
with a keen mind, keeping with
all current affairs. Although
blind for over five years, she

continued to keep in touch by
her radio. She kept in close
touch with the newspaper she
had founded and evinced a keen
interest in its welfare.

During her long residence in
this community, Mrs. Grace took
an active part in public ques-
tions, was active in church and
fraternal matters, and was the
first matron of Burns Chapter,
order of the Eastern Star.

Mrs. Grace was in charge of
the public library at Cove for
many years up to the time im-
paired eyesight required she re-
sign from the position.

W.C. BYRD: 
EDUCATOR-EDITOR

W.C. Byrd, who took over the
Herald from Prof. and Mrs. D.L.
Grace in 1890, was a pioneer ed-
ucator of this region. He came to
Harney valley in 1883 and for a
time taught the only school in
the area now comprising Har-
ney County. He retired from
teaching and for a time devoted
his energies to the newspaper
field, but later served two terms
as superintendent of schools of
this county. He also held the of-
fice of justice of the peace for
many years.

In the real pioneer days, Mr.
Byrd was looked to as a leader
in civic and social affairs. Mr.
Byrd was called upon for varied
duties. Although not an or-
dained minister and never affil-
iating with any church denomi-
nation, he conducted Sunday
school, directed singing classes
and occasionally acted as coun-

sel in civic cases before a mag-
istrate.

Mr. Byrd was widely known
in Harney County and was af-
fectionately called “Daddy” by
almost every man, woman and
child in the county. He died on
June 10, 1914.

JULIAN BYRD WAS
BURNS’ NEWSPAPER ICON

FOR OVER 50 YEARS
Julian Byrd, son of W.C.

Byrd, joined the Eastern Ore-
gon Herald staff in December
1889 and began to learn print-
ing and the newspaper busi-
ness. 

Not too many years later,
Byrd’s father purchased the pa-
per and on July 22, 1896, Julian
became manager and the name
of the paper was changed to
Times-Herald. In 1897 the pa-
per was leased to him.

During Mr. Byrd’s lifetime in
Harney County he was deeply
devoted to the people and the
county. 

Active in organizing the
Burns Library, he was also one
of the organizers in the Harney
County Pioneer Association in
1916. He was truly a pioneer
and was always one of the first
to want and to work for im-
provements in Burns and Har-
ney County. He was a lifelong
Democrat, but never sought
public office.

During the early part of the
century, Mr. Byrd was active in
securing the railroad into the
county, and eventually into
Burns. He brought the first reg-
ular showing of motion pictures
to Burns and was instrumental
in securing electric power and
telephone service. He was one
of the original members of the
Harney County Good Roads
Club, a potent force in securing
the present State Highway 78
south and the paved highway
(Hwy. 20) from Burns to Bend. 

In 1930, Mr. Byrd and Dou-
glas Mullarky combined the
Burns News with the Times
Herald, calling the paper the
Burns Times-Herald. Mr. Byrd
continued to be active in this
partnership until about 1955
and divested all interests in the
paper in July of 1957.

Julian Byrd died on Decem-
ber 19, 1959, at the Victoria
Nursing Home in Portland, he
was 85 years old.

Burns Times-Herald

Photo by LAUREN BROWN
Owners of the Burns Times-Herald, back row: Linda Baker, Debbie Raney.
Front row: Sue Pedersen, Randy Parks, Donna Clark.
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Harney County Commissioner Dan
Nichols decided he wanted to spend his
life in the ranching industry at about the
age of 6. His decision to be involved in
public service evolved later with persua-
sion.

Nichols was raised in Malheur Coun-
ty. He said one side of his family was in
the farming industry, the other side in
the ranching industry. He attended Ore-
gon State University, receiving a degree
in animal science.

In 1978, with three credits to go,
Nichols moved to Harney County and
finished his requirements through an in-
ternship in the extension service. He
married his wife, Gretchen (Thompson),
soon after, and worked for her father,
Nevin. 

Nichols said that soon after moving to
Harney County he became involved in
the Farm Bureau, acting as president
and a member of the state board for 10
years. He also became active in Harney
County Agriculture Soil Conservation
Service (ASCS) and the Oregon ASCS. 

Nichols said he spent 15 years con-
tributing to the community through the
various affiliations and then was asked
to run for the county commissioner posi-
tion. “At the time I hadn’t considered it.
It seemed that after all that experience,
I should stick close and see what I could
do for folks at home.”

Nichols’ first term as Harney County
commissioner began in 1994. 

The Nichols have three grown chil-
dren — Ben, Catherine and Laura. Dan
continues to work in the industry he
knew as a 6-year-old he would be part
of, but devotes his spare time to work-
ing toward a healthy Harney County.

Jack Drinkwater, Harney County
Commissioner grew up on a ranch near
the Silvies River. “All I was raised with
out there was bachelors and moonshine,”
he said. If you’ve done the math,
Drinkwater is now 82 years old. He’s
come a long way from that long summer
trek back in 1930, and he’s had some
good adventures along the way.

He attended a small, rural school
called Poison Creek, which included
children in grades first through eighth.
In those  days  he  rode his  horse  to
school, as did many of the other chil-
dren. “There was quite a herd of horses
there every day,” he said.

The pitch-in-and-help-out mentality
is one of the many things that Drinkwa-
ter appreciates about Harney County
residents. “True, they’ll fight and cuss
you, but if you need help, they’ll give it
to you,” he said. “I’ve never lived any
place else or even attempted to.”

He and his wife, Betty Jean Claire,
have been together for nearly 64 years.
They have raised five children. They
also have eight grandchildren and eight
great-grandchildren. 

Drinkwater fell into ranch work at an
early age. The ranching way of life has-
n’t lost any of its appeal. “You’ve got cer-
tain things you have to do, but you’re
the boss. It’s a wonderful place to raise
kids. They’ve all turned into damned
good citizens,” he said. 

“Naturally, I think Harney County is
the best place in the world.”
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Like so many others who now call Har-
ney County home, County Judge Steve
Grasty was going to work here for a year
and then move on to bigger and better
things. That was in 1971, and he’s still here.
“I love this place,” he says with a smile.

Grasty has lived in Eastern Oregon his
entire life. Born in Nyssa, his family moved
to Ontario when he was in the third grade.
He graduated from Ontario High School
and then attended Treasure Valley Com-
munity College, where he earned an associ-
ate of science degree in parts sales manage-
ment.

Grasty moved to Burns in 1971 and went
to work at Burns Automotive Parts-NAPA.
In the mid-1970s he was named store man-
ager, and he eventually bought the store in
May 1983. Grasty operated the business,
then known as A Parts, until 1995, when he
sold it and began his venture into the polit-
ical world.

Grasty served as a county commissioner
from 1995-96 and began his first six-year
term as county judge on Jan. 1, 1999. He
was re-elected in 2005.

Grasty said his interest in politics began
when he owned the parts store. He said as
the county judge, there is no such thing as
a “typical day.” “The biggest challenge is the
diversity of things you have to face in the
course of a day, “ 

After a busy day of dealing with county
issues, Grasty finds relaxation in working
on old cars, hunting, fishing and woodwork-
ing.

He and his wife, Cindy, have two grown
children and continue to stay involved in
the community.

If you’re not sure how he feels about liv-
ing in Harney County, ask him. It’s a sure
bet he’ll tell you, “This is the best place any-
where.”

Harney County Court

Harney County Judge
Steve Grasty

Commissioner
Dan Nichols

Commissioner
Jack Drinkwater
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